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A STATEMENT BY THE 
TWO LAYMEN 


Rey. A. C. Dixon, D. D., in the fall of 1909, while pastor 
of the Moody Church in Chicago, organized the Testimony 
Publishing Company. He also edited the first five volumes of 

_ “THE FUNDAMENTALS,” but upon being called to London early 
Ne the summer of 1911 to become pastor of the Metropolitan 
abernacle, founded by the late Charles H. Spurgeon, he 
found it necessary to give up the editorial work on the books. 

The next five books were taken in hand by the late Louis 
Meyer, a Christian Jew, who worked so strenuously in the 
securing and editing of matter for “THe FUNDAMENTALS” 
that his health failed. He departed to be with Christ July 11, 
1913, in Monrovia, California. His widow and children are 
now residing in Pasadena, California. 

Rev. R. A. Torrey, D. D., Dean of the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, edited Volumes XI and XII, two articles, how- 
ever, in Volume XI having been approved by Dr. Meyer and 
passed on to Dr. Torrey when he took up the work. 

The following are the names of the original Committee to 
whom was committed full supervision of the movement: Rev. 
AAG, Dizon, D.D.* Rev. -R. Ay Torrey; D. .Di;: Rev Louis 
Meyer, D. D. (deceased 1913), Mr. Henry P. Crowell, Mr. 
Thomas S. Smith, Mr. D. W. Potter, Rev. Elmore Harris, 
D. D. (deceased 1911). 

The following names were added later to the foregoing: 
Prof. Joseph Kyle, D. D., LL. D., Prof. Charles R. Erdman, 
D. D., Mr. Delavan L. Pierson, Rev. L. W. Munhall, D. D., 
Rev. T. C. Horton, Rev. H. C. Mabie, D. D., Rev. John Bal- 
com Shaw, D. D. 

To these men for their always efficient and painstaking 
service, rendered practically without any material remunera- 
tion whatever, are due the heartfelt thanks, not only of the 
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Two Laymen, but of the thousands who have received the 
books. Every member of the Committee without exception 
has been faithful to his trust. 

Mr. Giles Kellogg has been the Los Angeles trustee of 
the Testimony funds, and Mr. J. S. McGlashan the Chicago 
trustee. The Walton and Spencer Company of Chicago have 
been the printers. The faithful services rendered by all of 
these thoroughly merit this word of appreciation. 

Mr. Thomas E. Stephens, editor of the “Moody Church 
Herald,” has been the Business Manager from the beginning, 
and the Moody Church and Moody Bible Institute have con- 
tributed in many ways to the success of the work. 

The original plan was for twelve volumes to be issued one 
- every two or three months, but owing to the difficulty of 
realizing on securities that had been put up for this work, 
the intervals between the later volumes have been greatly 
prolonged, but with the present volume the original plan is 
complete. 

It may be of interest to state that over 2,500,000 copies 
of the twelve volumes have been published and circulated, and 
that the call for back volumes has been sc insistent as to 
make necessary the reprinting of over a quarter of a million 
additional copies of the earlier issues, thus bringing the total 
output up to nearly 3,000,000 copies. 

Approximately one-third of these 3,000,000 copies have 
gone to countries outside of the United States. About one- 
half of the latter have been sent to various parts of Great 
Britain, and the rest to other foreign countries. The great 
majority of Protestant missionary workers of the world have 
received them. The present mailing list comprises about 100,- 
000 addresses of Christian workers, all of whom have asked 
for “THe FUNDAMENTALS.” 

Since the moyement began, some 200,000 letters have been 
received, including many requests for the continuance of this 
testimony in some form. In compliance with these requests it 
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is planned to undertake its continuance through “The King’s 
Business,” which is published by the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, and of which Dr. Torrey will be the editor-in-chief. 
Dr. Torrey was for many years the Superintendent of the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, until he left that work to 
undertake his world-wide work as an evangelist. He is now 
Dean of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

The Testimony Publishing Company, from the very incep- 
tion of its work of publishing “THE FUNDAMENTALS,” has 
been absolutely free from commercialism, and the continuance 
of this testimony through “The King’s Business” is also to be 
kept absolutely free from commercialism. Any profits arising 
from subscriptions to the magazine are to be used for free 
Scripture and tract distribution and missionary work. 

It is purposed for “The King’s Business” not merely to 
give the best articles that can be secured along the line of 
testimony of the twelve volumes of “THE FUNDAMENTALS,” 
but also to make helps on the International Sunday School 
lessons a special feature of the magazine. We assume that 
in doing this a need will be supplied which will greatly increase 
the effectiveness of Sunday School teaching. In conclusion 
we would state that arrangements have been made to send the 
April umber of “The King’s Business” to all the readers of 
“THE FUNDAMENTALS.” 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE 


Particular attention is hereby called to the following points: 


1. All English-speaking Protestant pastors, evangelists, missionaries, 
theological professors, theological students, Y. M. C. A. secretaries, 
Y. W. C. A. secretaries, Sunday School superintendents, religious lay 
workers, and editors of religious publications throughout the earth, 
who so desire, are entitled to a free copy of each volume of “THE 
FUNDAMENTALS.” Any person, belonging to one of these classes, who 
has not received the earlier volumes, may obtain such as may not be 
out of print upon application to the undersigned. State plainly which 
volumes are wanted, and state also the line of Christian work engaged 
im and the denominational affiliation. After an order is sent in, allow 
at least two weeks (and more if from a distance) for filling it. 

2. Changes of address should be promptly reported. Write plainly 
both the old and the new addresses in full. 

3. In case any person receives two or more copies of any one vol- 
ume, kindly notify us. These books are too valuable and the demand 
for them too great to permit waste through duplication. However, 
where extra copies have been received, they need not be returned, but 
may be loaned or otherwise placed in circulation. 

4. To meet the demand on the part of the laity each volume is being 
furnished postpaid at a cost of fifteen cents per copy, eight copies for 
one dollar, or one hundred copies for ten dollars. (In Great Britain, 
8d; 4s 2d; and £2 1s 1d, respectively.) 


5. Do not send currency or personal checks. Remit by post office 
money order, or by bank drafi_on Chicago, New York, or London, 
making the same payable to the Testimony Publishing Company. 


6. Foreign correspondents should be careful to prepay card and 
letter postage in full. Otherwise we are compelled to pay double the 
amount of the deficiency. - 


. Pay no attention to the post card request in the “Foreword” of 
Volume IX. The blank card referred to therein no longer accom- 
panies that volume. 


In conclusion, we would emphasize once more the great importance 
of writing plainly and briefly, and always giving full address—street 
(or rural route) number, post office, state, and (if outside of the 
United States) country. 


Much time and delay will be saved by carefully reading and comply- 
ing with the foregoing directions. 
TESTIMONY PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


808 North La Salle Street 
Chicago, Ill, U. S. A. 


ase After May 1, 1915, the address of the Testimony Publishing 
Company will be 536-558 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, California. 
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FOREWORD TO VOLUME XII 


It was the original plan of the Two Laymen who gave the 
money for the work that there should be twelve volumes of 
“THE FUNDAMENTALS.” The present volume, therefore, com- 
pletes the plan as originally mapped out. 


Such a wide desire has been manifested that this testimony 
be continued in some way after the issue of the present volume 
that the Two Laymen, yielding to these pleas, have decided 
upon a plan for the continuance of the testimony, which they 
themselves have stated on the preceding pages of the present 
book. 


We have been greatly cheered by the letters that have 
poured in upon us from ministers, missionaries, editors, Sun- 
day School Superintendents and others since the publication of 
Volume XI. Of course, there has been some criticism, but in 
very few instances has this criticism been of an unkindly 
character. 


The present volume will be sent to about one hundred 
thousand English-speaking Protestant pastors, evangelists, mis- 
sionaries, theological professors, theological students, Y. M. 
C. A. secretaries, Y. W. C. A. secretaries, Sunday School super- 
intendents, religious editors and lay workers throughout the 
earth. May we ask the prayers of every reader that it may 
be as abundantly blessed as its predecessors have been unto 
the strengthening of the faith of Christians, unto the defence 
of the truth against the various forms of error so prevalent 
at the present day, and, above all, in stirring up Christians 
everywhere to more active effort and more earnest prayer for 
the conversion of a great number of the unsaved. 


By a vote of the Committee having the publication in 
charge, it was decided that this closing volume should be 
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largely devoted to evangelism at home and abroad. Every one 
invited to write on some phase of this work has accepted our 
invitation with the exception of Dr. Andrew Murray. He 
seemed to be the logical person to write the article on “The 
Place of Prayer in Evangelism.” He wrote us expressing his 
earnest desire to do this work, but declining to do it because 
of his increasing age and the multiplicity of duties that were 
pressing upon him. 


There is a large circle of prayer of men and women in all 
parts of the earth who know God, who are upholding before 
Him the work of “Tur FUNDAMENTALS.” We earnestly request 
other men and women who believe in prayer and who know 
how to pray to join this circle of prayer, that in answer to 
believing and united prayer the truth may have new power 
and that a world-wide revival of religion may result. 


All editorial correspondence in connection with “The 
Fundamentals’ shoulda be addressed to the Executive Secretary 
of The Fundamentals, 1945 La France Avenue, South Pasa- 
dena, California. As this is the closing volume of the series, 
of course no other manuscripts shoula be submitted by anybody. 
If any one has submitted a manuscript which has not been re- 
turned, we shall be glad to return it, if stamps are sent for that 
purpose and tf it is in our hands. 


All business correspondence should be addressed to The 
Testimony Publishing Company, 808 North La Salle Street, 
Chicago, Ill, U.S. A. (After May 1, 1915, to 536-558 South 
Hope Street, Los Angeles, Calif.) 
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THE FUNDAMENTALS 


VOLUME XII 


CHAPTER I 


THE DOCTRINES THAT MUST BE EMPHASIZED IN 
SUCCESSFUL EVANGELISM 


BY EVANGELIST L. W. MUNHALL, M. A., D. D., 
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


First of all, What constitutes Successful Evangelism? 
Some will answer, “Great audiences, eloquent preaching and 
soul-stirring music.” But I reply, “We may have all these 
and not have real evangelism; as we may have successful 
evangelism without them.” 

Others will answer, “Any movement that will add large 
numbers to the membership of the churches.” I reply, “We 
may have successful evangelism and not many be added to the 
churches; and, we may have large numbers added to the 
churches’ membership without successful evangelism.” 

Yet others will answer, “A work or effort that will bring 
into the church people who will be steadfast.” I reply, “We 
may have members added to the church who will hold out, and 
the work, evangelistically, be unsuccessful; and we may have 
a highly successful evangelistic work and the accessions to the 
churches from it not hold out for any great length of time.” 
Let us briefly consider three points: 

First, No matter how great the multitude, eloquent the 
preaching and soul-stirring the singing, if the God-ordained 
conditions are not fully met, failure is inevitable. While these 
things are of value they are dispensable. Great successes have 
been achieved without them. 
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Second, I have known not a few evangelistic campaigns to 
be successful, as such, in a marked degree, and one or more 
churches identified with it, professedly, received but a few 
members, or none, from the movement. They united in the 
movement from wrong motives. They were not prepared for 
the work; were formal, worldly and unspiritual; were without 
faith. Putting nothing of value into the work, they got noth- 
ing out of it. Or the work was not properly followed up. 

Also, I have known not a few widely advertised and thor- 
oughly organized evangelistic campaigns, in which mere senti- 
ment was far more conspicuous than the Holy Spirit, and the 
lachrymals more frequently appealed to than the intellect and 
conscience; and large numbers were added to the membership 
of the co-operating churches, who knew nothing whatever of 
the regenerating work of the Holy Ghost. 

Third, I have known not a few persons who have been 
faithful members of the church for many years and never 
been born again—“had a name to live and were dead.” There 
are many churches full of life, and apparently great successes, 
because of humanitarian, educational and socialistic matters in 
which they are engaged, and entertainments that they give 
from time to time; and some of the members who give most 
time and money to these things, and take most pride in them, 
are spiritually dead. 

Also, I have known persons, who were, without doubt, 
saved and sincere, to unite with the church as a result of an 
evangelistic campaign, to run well for a season and then fall 
away; and the falling away was unjustly charged to the cam- 
paign. The real cause of it may have been one or more of the 
following reasons: First, The atmosphere of the church was 
not congenial, being unspiritual and cold. This is of vital im- 
portance to “babes in Christ.” Second, In not a few instances 
the pastors, instead of “feeding the church of God,” with “the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby,” were 
like those mentioned in the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah; 
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or have turned their pulpits into lecture platforms, and the 
members going for bread received a stone; and in many cases 
were off after false teachers who promised them what they 
needed, and what they should have received at home. Third, 
The positively bad example set by a large majority of the mem- 
bers of most churches, in that they conspicuously fail to meet 
their solemn obligations to God and the church. 

And there are yet other reasons for the falling away of the 
weak and inexperienced. 

But again it is asked, “What constitutes successful evan- 
gelism?” I answer, “Preaching the Gospel according to Divine 
conditions and directions.” In the great commission, as given 
by Matthew, Jesus said, “Teach all nations.” Make disciples, 
is what the word “teach” here means. Mark puts it in these 
words, “Preach the Gospel to every creature.” Luke states it 
thus, “Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
His name among all nations.” And in Acts 1:8, Jesus said, 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 


THE CONDITIONS 


What are the conditions? First, Discipleship. Jesus com- 
missioned only such. One must know, experimentally, the 
power and joy of the Gospel before he is competent to tell 
it out. 

Second, Power. The disciples were told to “Tarry ye in 
the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on 
high.” Since the apostles and disciples of our Lord, who 
waited personally upon His wonderful ministry and witnessed 
His marvelous doings, were not qualified for testimony and 
service without power from on high, we, most surely, must 
have Divine help. “Without Me ye can do nothing.” 

Third, Faith—since the Almighty One has said, “For as 
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the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, ‘and re- 
turneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater: so shall My word be that goeth forth out 
of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it,” the proclaimer need have no mis- 
giving as to the result, knowing full well that “He is faithful 
that promised.” 


THE DIRECTIONS 


What are the directions? First, “Go into all the worid” 
and tell it “to every creature.” The field is the wide world; 
and the good news is for every soul of man. 

Second, It is to be “preached.” The God-sent preacher is 
a kérux—a herald. He has no message of his own. It is 
the King’s message he is to proclaim. According to the 
heraldic law, if the herald substituted so much as a word of 
his own for the king’s, he was beheaded. If this law was 
enforced in these days a lot of preachers would lose their 
heads, indeed many have lost their heads, judging by the kind 
of messages they are delivering. 

Third, The preacher is to be brave, a witness—martus— 
martyr. All the apostles, like our Lord, went to martyrdom 
for faithfully proclaiming the Word of God. The Master said, 
“Tf they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 
And, “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you, 
for so did their fathers to the false prophets.” Paul said, 
“Tf I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” 
The mind of the natural man is enmity against God; there- 
fore the unsaved demand of the preacher, “Prophesy not unto 
us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy de- 
ceits;” and a premium is placed upon finesse by many in au- 
thority in the church. Because of this, it requires as sublime 
courage in these days to speak faithfully the Word of God as 
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was shown by Micaiah, when he stood before Ahab, Jehosaphat 
and the four hundred lying prophets; or Simon Peter when 
he said to the threatening, wrathful rulers of Israel, “We can- 
not but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 
There never was so much need of fearlessness on the part of 
the servant of God as in these days; brave true men, who will 
not receive honors of men, or seek their own, are absolutely 
necessary to successful evangelism. 


THE MESSAGE 


Now then, as to the message itself: Timothy was com- 
manded to “Do the work of an evangelist ;” and, in doing it, to 
“Preach the Word * * * with all long-suffering and doc- 
trine.” Doctrinal preaching is therefore necessary to evan- 
gelistic success. But what doctrines? I answer, First, Sin— 
its universality, nature and consequences. 

(a) Universality. “As by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned, * * * by one man’s offence death 
reigned by one, * * * by the offence of one, judgment 
came ttpon all men to condemnation, * * * by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners,” etc. (Romans 5: 12- 
21e) See- also” Peal ©5175 758233" Ecce 7720: “Ron “3: 10; 
f font: 8; 10; éte:) 

(b) Nature. There are numerous words in the Bible ren- 
dered sin; and these words mean iniquity, offence, trespass, 
failure, error, go astray, to cause to sin, and miss the mark. 
In 1 John 3:4 we are told that “Sin is the transgression of 
the law.” The word rendered transgression is anomia, and 
means lawlessness. Failure to conform to the law is as cer- 
tainly sin as to violate the commandments of God. Unbelief 
s sin. (John 16:9; 3:18.) 

In Genesis 6:5 we are told, “God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually,” 
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and in Gen. 8:21, “The imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth.” The word rendered imagination in these 
passages signifies also the desires and purposes of the indi- 
vidual. Therefore guilt lies in the desires and purposes as 
certainly as in the act. The common law requires that one 
shall have committed an overt act of violation before he can 
be adjudged guilty. But according to the Divine law one is 
guilty even though he never committed an overt act, since 
guilt lies in the desires and purposes of the heart. “Whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer” (I John 3:15). “Whoso- 
ever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart” (Matt. 5:28). “The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 16: 7). 
Because of the “lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life,” every mouth is stopped and the whole 
world is guilty before God. (Rom. 3:19.) 

The Almighty and Sovereign Creator is infinite in holi- 
ness, Therefore His “law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good.” Sin is ruinous, heinous and damn- 
ing: the most awful thing in the universe. 

(c) Consequences. Sin separates and estranges the sin- 
ner from God; and he becomes an enemy of God by wicked 
works (Rom. 8:7), has no peace (Isa. 57:21), no rest (Isa. 
57:20), is polluted (Eph. 4: 17-19), condemned (John 3: 18), 
and without hope (Eph. 2:12). Oh, the curse and ruin of 
sin! 

If unrepenting and unbelieving, the future has for him, 
first, inexorable and awful judgment. (See Matt. 25: 30-46; 
Heb. 9:27; Jude 14, 15; Rev. 20: 11-13; 22: 11-15.) Second, 
the wrath of God. (See Ezra 8:22; Psa. 21:9; John 3:36; 
Omi de me: 5; 42153°5:9; 12209 1324e Bot een. San: 
Col. 3:6; 1 Thess. 1:10; Rev. 6:16, 17; 14:10: 16:19; 
19:15, etc.) And third, eternal torments. (See Psa. 11:6; 
1saji832-14 9. Dameb2, 2; Matt. 331222221 1<13>23-33-253 41, 
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46; Mark 9:43, 48; Luke 12:5; 16:22-31; John 5:28, 29; 
2 Thess. 1: 7-9; Heb. 10:28, 29; 2 Peter 3: 5-12; Rev. 19:20; 
20: 14, 15; 21:8, etc.) 

The preacher who ignores these three awful and inexorable 
truths preaches an emasculated gospel, be he never so faith- 
ful in proclaiming other truth. He who preaches the love of 
God to the exclusion of God’s justice and wrath proclaims 
but idle sentiment. No one will ever truly desire salvation 
unless he first realizes that there is something to be saved 
from. “By faith Noah, being warned, of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving 
of his house” (Heb. 11:7); all of which symbolizes the sin- 
ner’s condition, need, motive and hope. In no way can the 
love of God be so clearly, beautifully and convincingly set 
forth as in the fact that God makes plain to the sinner his 
condition and peril, and then shows him the way of escape, 
having, in His great mercy, Himself provided it at infinite 
cost. Now, at this point the Gospel comes in as indeed good 
news, showing God’s love for the sinner. 

The supreme motive for the atoning work of our Lord 
was His infinite love for us. The supreme object had in view 
was to save us from eternal ruin. “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). Our Lord, while among men, had far more 
to say about the doom of the finally impenitent than about 
love and heaven. Is it not wise and safe to follow His ex- 
ample who said, “The word which ye hear is not Mine, but 
the Father’s which sent Me.” How can any minister rea- 
sonably expect to have evangelistic success if he fails to imi- 
tate the Master in this particular? 


“When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from 
his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thy hand” (Ezek. 33:8). 
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Second, Redemption through Jesus’ blood. “The Lord 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). “The Son of 
Man came * * * to give His life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 
3:18). “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). “For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth’ (Rom. 10:4). 
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). “And ye are not your 
own. For ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:20. See 
also Lev. 17: 11; Heb. -99 225: Matt. 20:285, 26:28; John 
32 .14,.16;-Rom:. 3: 24-26; 5°93 1 Core 1:302.10:1632sGon 
5. 14-213 Eph. 1 s/s 2313-17 3-Col.. 11.14, 19-22201) Tams 2563 
Heb. 9: 12-14;.24-265 10:19. 13:123.1-Peters1 2,116,519; 
2:24; 1 John 1:7; Revs 1: 5;.5:93.12: Ly eOnsno other 
ground than the cross can the sinner be justified and recon- 
ciled to God. If the atoning work of our Lord was not 
vicarious, then the sacrifices, ordinances, types and symbols of 
the old economy are meaningless and of no value. The moral 
influence theory of Bushnell is all right for the saint; but the 
atonement is of nc value to the sinner if it is not substitutional. 

More than thirty years ago, in Denver, Colorado, I met 
an aged Congregational minister, who was a pastor in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, during Dr. Horace Bushnell’s pastorate in 
the same city. He told me this: “I spent an hour with Dr. 
Bushnell the day before he died. He then said to me, ‘Doctor, 
I greatly fear some things I have said and written about the 
atonement may prove to be misleading and do irreparable 
harm.’ He was lying upon his back with his hands clasped 
over his breast. He lay there with closed eyes, in silence, for 
some moments, his face indicating great anxiety. Directly, 
opening his eyes and raising his hands he said, ‘O Lord Jesus, 
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Thou knowest that I hope for mercy alone through Thy shed 
blood.’ ” 

Third, Resurrection. “If Christ be not risen, then. is our 
preaching vain and your faith is also vain. * * * Yeare 
yet in your sins;’ and “they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
are sleeping” (1 Cor. 15: 14-20). Jesus was “declared to be 
the Son of God with power * * * by the resurrection 
from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). Therefore the apostles and 
disciples went everywhere preaching “Jesus and the resur- 
rection.” (See-Acts 2: 24-32; 3:15; 4:2,.10, 33; 5: 303.17: 18, 
325,232 680243155, 21-5 31) Cor...15s.3-85.14Peter.1- 3-$,)....He 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25). “By the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of 
God; angels and authorities, and powers being made subject 
unto Him” (1 Peter 3:22). “Wherefore He is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, see- 
ing He ever liveth to make intercession for them’ (Heb. 
7229). 

Fourth, Justification. “Being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, 
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at 
this timé His righteousness: that He might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:24, 25, 26). 
“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body 
of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblame- 
able and unreproveable in His sight” (Col. 1:21, 22). “Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth” (Rom. 8:33), for “There is therefore now no con- 
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demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus; for the law of 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:1, 2). Believers are “not 
under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14) and can re- 
joicingly say, judicially, of course, “As He is, so are we in 
this world” (1 John 4: 17). 

Fifth, Regeneration. The unchristian man is spiritually 
dead (Rom. 5:12), and must be “born again,” or “he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

Richard Watson defined regeneration as “That mighty 
change in man wrought by the Holy Spirit, by which the do- 
minion which sin has over him in his natural state, and which 
he deplores and struggles against in his present state, is 
broken and abolished; so that with full choice of will and the 
energy of right affections, he serves God freely, and runs in 
the way of His commandments.” 

He who receives Jesus as Saviour and Lord, is made a 
“partaker of the Divine nature” (John 1:12, 13; 2 Peter 1:4): 
“He is a new creature [creation]: old things are passed away, 
behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 


THE METHOD 


The following is the method: The words of the Gospel 
“are spirit, and they are life’ (John 6:63). If the repent- 
ing sinner receives them into his heart and life to believe and 
obey them (James 1:21); the Holy Spirit operating through 
them accomplishes the new birth (James 1:18), and he will 
be “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever” (1 
Peter 1:23). Saved, “By the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His 
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7. See also John 1:12, 13; Gal. 
6:15; Eph. 2: 1-3; Col. 2:13, etc.) 
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Sixth, Repentance. Repentance means a change of mind; 
and this change of mind is brought about by the Holy Spirit, 
through the knowledge of the sinner’s condition, needs and 
peril, by which the sinner is convicted “of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8), and is induced to 
yield himself wholly, immediately and irrevocably to God. 
(See Matt. 9:13; Mark 6:12; Luke 13:2-5; 24:47; Acts 
OPooet oot 7305-26720" Roma 245° 2 Core 729.” 105 
2 Tim. 2:25; 2 Peter 3:9.) 

Seventh, Conversion.. Conversion means to turn about or 
upon. When the unsaved sinner is convinced of sin and re- 
solves to turn from his transgressions and commit his ways 
unto the Lord, he has repented; and when he acts upon that 
resolve, and yields himself to God in absolute self-surrender, 
he is converted. (See Psa. 19:7; 51:13; Matt. 18:3; Acts 
32495 James 5:19, 20.) 

Eighth, Faith. Until the sinner changes his mind with re- 
gard to his relation to God, and resolves with all his heart 
to do it, his faith is a vain thing, he is yet in his sins; but, 
when he sincerely repents and turns to God, and believes the 
record God has given of His Son, his faith is of the heart 
and unto righteousness. (Rom. 10:9, 10. See also Heb. 
Meee Rom. 1037s) Gal 5722: "Eph 258) ‘GalM'3 76-12; 
2:16-20; Rom. 4:13-16; 3:21-28; Acts 16:30, 31; John 
6: 47.) 

Ninth, Obedience. Faith is a vital principle. “If it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone” (James 2:17, 18). Two 
things are required of the believer, immediately upon his pro- 
fession of faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord, namely, verbal 
confession and water baptism. “With the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10. See also Psa. 107: 2; 
Matt. 10:32, 33; Rom. 10:9; 1 John 4:15, etc.) “He that’ 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). The 
believer is not saved because he is baptized; but, baptized be- 
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cause he is saved. We are saved through faith alone, but not 
the faith that is alone, because “Faith without works is dead, 
being alone.” Water baptism is a divinely ordained ordinance 
whereby the believer witnesses to the world that he died with 
Christ, and is risen together with Him,” an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. (See Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38, 41; 
8 .12,0:13,; 16, 36, 383.9: 18310247 6 4eeo 16s 15, 33.24 19s 
22: 15;-36; Roms6:3).43, Cols 20125 ete beter: 3221501: Joun 
Zi S522.) 

Tenth, Assurance. Salvation from spiritual death by the 
new birth, and from the guilt of sin in justification, imme- 
diately follows “repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” “For by grace have ye been saved 
through faith’ (Eph. 2:8). “These things have I written 
unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, even 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God” (1 
John 5:13). It is here stated that certain things are in 
God’s Word by which the believer is to know he has eternal 
life. Here are some of them: “He that heareth My Word, 
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into 
life’ (John 5:24). “He that hath the Son hath the life.” 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of 
God” (1 John 5:12, 13. For confirmation see 1 John 2:3; 
3:14, 24; 4:20, 21; etc.). 

“And by Him every one that believeth is justified” (Acts 
13:39)—an accomplished work. So the Bible uniformly 
teaches. Believing these words of assurance, one finds peace 
and joy. It is the business of the preacher to make this mat- 
ter plain to converts, that they may be surely and safely 
anchored; and “that their hearts may be comforted, they being 
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance 
of understanding, that they may know the mystery of God, 
even Christ, in whom are all the treasures of knowledge hid- 
den” (Col. 2:2, 3). 
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There are some other doctrines, of a persuading character, 
such as Love, Heaven, Hope, Rewards, that may be empha- 
sized to advantage in an evangelistic campaign; but, those I 
have enumerated will most surely be owned of God in the sal- 
vation of souls, if proclaimed as they should be. 

In going about among the churches as I do, I find three 
things increasingly true. First, Ministers and people in large 
numbers are awakening to the fact that the so-called “new 
theology” and up-to-date methods are utterly barren of spir- 
itual results. Prof. A. H. Sayce once said, “Higher criticism 
saves no souls.” Second, Because of this indisputable fact, 
very many are turning again to the doctrines of the historic 
faith, for it is seen that they are still workable and produce 
results as in former times. Third, Great numbers of ministers 
are seeing that their ministry is a failure unless it results in 
the salvation of souls. They really feel as did the late Henry 
Ward Beecher. While conducting an evangelistic campaign 
in Brooklyn Tabernacle I one day met Mr. Beecher. As he 
held my right hand in both of his, he said: “I hear you are 
having a great blessing in your meetings with Dr. Talmage. 
I very much wish we could have you for a campaign in Ply- 
mouth Church.” He trembled as he held my hand. He then 
said, “But I fear my people would not stand for it.” Then, 
after hesitating for a few minutes he added, “I would like to 
see an old-time Holy Ghost revival in Plymouth Church before 
I go hence.” He then broke down and cried as if his heart 
would break. Three weeks later, to a day, his body was laid 
in the grave. 

Life and opportunity are ours. Men are dying, and the 
whole world lieth in the wicked one, lost in the ruin of sin. 
Redemption is an accomplished fact, and salvation is possible 
for all. We have been chosen to tell out the message of life 
and hope; and are assured of glorious success if faithful; if 
unfaithful we had better never been born. 


CHAPTER II 


PASTORAL AND PERSONAL EVANGELISM, OR 
WINNING MEN TO CHRIST ONE BY ONE 


BY REV. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, D. D., 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
EX-MODERATOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
Uae pitis 


The story of evangeiism is the specific history of the Cross 
of Christ. Great movements and revivals have made up much 
of its general history, but slowly and quietly through the years 
and centuries the Evangel has won, as men and women have 
led their fellow human beings to repentance and have by pre- 
cept and example followed in the footsteps of their Lord. 

Jesus Christ won most of His followers and chose His 
Apostles one by one. He called men to Himself, and they 
heard and heeded His call. The multitudes sought Him and 
heard Him gladly, but He sought individuals, and those indi- 
viduals sought others and brought them to Him. John the 
Baptist said: “Behold the Lamb of God,” and Andrew his 
disciple heard and followed. Andrew found his own brother 
Simon and brought him to Jesus. Jesus the next day found 
Philip and bade him follow Him; Philip found Nathaniel and 
answered his questionings by the Saviour’s previous reply, 
“Come and see.” The Master called Matthew from his un- 
worthy work, and so the other Apostles. Saul of Tarsus was 
arrested by the Divine individual call as he pursued his intense 
and terrorizing campaign against the early Christians. His 
“Who art Thou, Lord?” was followed by his complete sur- 
render as he asked, ““What wilt Thou have me to do?” 

All through those first decades of the early Church, and on 
through the ages, individual work for individuals has pro- 
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gressed and accomplished results. How largely the Gospels, 
the Acts and the Epistles verify this fact! Even the marvel- 
ous work of Philip in Samaria was not the immediate plan of 
God, but the Spirit sent him past Jerusalem, down into the 
desert at Gaza, that he might win the Ethiopian eunuch to 
Christ, and through him no doubt countless hosts of Africa. 
The missionary journeys and efforts of Paul were filled with 
personal service. His letters are filled with personal mes- 
sages. Some of his most important letters, such as Philemon, 
the Timothys and Titus, are addressed and written to indi- 
viduals. His winning of Onesimus in Rome, and the letter to 
Philemon which resulted, is one of the most effective and 
beautiful experiences recorded in all the Word of God. 

God has used men mightily in reaching vast multitudes of 
people, even from the days of His own ministry and the days 
of Peter and his associates at Pentecost. Even at this time, 
two hundred years after his unparalleled ministry, we are 
reminded of George Whitefield, who preached at times to fully ~ 
thirty thousand people in the open air, and won his thousands 
and tens of thousands. We recall the vast multitudes who 
were reached by our own Moody and Sankey; we note the 
vast audiences who flocked to hear Mr. Spurgeon, week after 
week, year after year. The strong evangelists of our own gen- 
eration verify before our very eyes God’s honor placed on 
those to whom He gives such signal power. But our thought 
goes back to the great universal method our Lord Himself 
instituted, of reaching the individual by his fellow man. 

The Almighty could have so arranged His Divine plan that 
He Himself, without human help, might arrest and enlist fol- 
lowers as He did with Saul of Tarsus, but this was not His 
plan. By man He would reach men. Human mediums of 
power must do His wondrous work. Man must go, in the 
power of His Spirit “into all the world, to preach the Gospel 
to every creature.” And His promise was sure and perma- 
nent: “Lo, I am with you alway.” 
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GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT 


The first requisite in winning men to Christ must be the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. “It is expedient that 
I go away from you, for if I go not away, the Holy Spirit 
will not come.” With His presence “greater works” than the 
works of Christ “shall ye do.” “Ye shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses.” 
To live in the power of God’s Holy Spirit, and to know that 
He is present and will lead, is in itself an assurance of a joyful 
and successful service. The Spirit will constantly “call to our 
remembrance the things of Christ,” and hence we may not be 
anxious as to the words we are to speak, for He will direct 
us and speak for and through us. 

So many times we are fearful and embarrassed, but this 
will not be the case if we are under the influence momentarily 
of God’s Spirit. “He will guide us into all truth.” “He will 
not speak of Himself,” but will glorify Christ. That which 
we say in weakness He will use with power, and “His word 
will not return unto Him void, but will accomplish that where- 
unto it was sent.” We may always take for granted His prep- 
aration, for He does not send but calls us. His word is not 
“Go,” but “Come.” Thus we will always be on the alert for 
opportunities to speak the things He would have us, and our 
words and thoughts will be those which He suggests and 
honors. We will be nourished constantly by His Word within, 
and equipped with His sword for sustained protection and ag- 
gressive attack. If His Word abides in us, we will never be 
weak in body, nor unprepared and weaponless. His Spirit 
will also give us courage and endurance, and the fearless one 
who has stability and patience need not fear the unexpected 
nor the aggressive opponent. The Spirit of God also pre- 
pares the one whom we must approach, and is working in his 
heart as well as with our words. 

Prayer is also a real factor in our lives, and we live in 
His presence by the true conversational method of association. 
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As God speaks to us through His Word, so we talk with Him 
in prayer, and the place and surroundings are of little rela- 
tive importance, as we are always with Him and He with us. 
The word we speak and the act we perform is the expression 
of Himself, and the impression is bound to be His as well, 
for our association with Him takes others into His presence 
as they communicate and associate‘with us. We may pray be- 
fore and after and as we speak with others, and do it so nat- 
urally and impulsively that we may actually live in the atmos- 
phere of prayer without hypocrisy and without pretense. And 
prayer will become more and more a power in our work as we 
approach individuals from the very presence of the unseen but 
not unknown God. Assurance and confidence result, and we 
are agreeably surprised with ourselves to find that our happi- 
ness does not depend so much upon the evidence of our suc- 
cess as upon the consciousness of our faithfulness. 

We will also seek to win others to Christ that they too may 
be used by His Spirit and associated with Him, rather than 
simply to obtain salvation; not what we can do for them, but 
what God’s Spirit can and will do with them. 

The Spirit of God will also lead us to gain from others 
the experiences and methods through which they have gone to 
learn to do this work for Him; hence conferences and testi- 
mony will take on new life and gain keener interest. We will 
overlook littleness, and the greatness of God is seen in His 
confidence placed in those who win others to Him. Criticism 
will give place to appreciation and suggestion to expressions of 
gratitude. We will see in others what God sees, and fail to 
see what we have seen before by way of fault and error. We 
will also learn to take the difficult things to God in prayer 
instead of taking them to men in controversy, and will be sur- 
prised to find how many easily adjust themselves for us. 

God’s Spirit will also prompt us to spend longer seasons 
alone and seriously think upon life’s greatest issues and values. 
Prayer will be less general and more specific and individual. 


28 ‘The Fundamentals 


Souls will mean more, and things less. Lives will become more 
attractive and fascinating, and books, papers and stories will 
only control interest when related to lives which can be in- 
fluenced for and by Him. 

The last verse of “In the Secret of His Presence” asks the 
real question: 


“Would you like to know the secret of the sweetness of the 
Lord? 

Go and hide beneath His shadow; this shall then be your re- 
ward. 

And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy resting place, 

You must feel and bear the image of the Master in your face.” 


This will be the result, and others will be won by you as 
they see in your very face the reflection of Christ, because His 
Spirit dwells within you. 


THE BIBLE 


A second most necessary element in winning men to the 
Master is a knowledge and appropriate use of God’s Word. 
We must be workmen who need not to be ashamed, who can 
rightly divide the Word of Truth. The use of the Bible is 
the greatest advancing weapon for Christ. The worker who 
knows his Bible will constantly read it for strength and apply 
it in dealing with the unconverted. He will not argue with 
men, nor talk about God’s Word, but he will explain with it, 
and repeatedly refer to it. An open Bible before and with 
an inquirer almost always means conversion and spiritual 
growth to follow. When dealing with your subject, ask if he 
has ever considered what the Bible says ‘on the point under 
discussion. For instance, a man tells you he does not take 
much stock in what you have been saying about the necessity 
of the Cross; it seems somewhat foolish to him. Do not be 
angry, but reply pleasantly that you do not blame him a bit, in 
fact, Paul himself writes, in his first letter to the Corinthians, 
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that men will feel exactly that way. Tell him you appreciate 
his frankness, and meanwhile pull your Testament from your 
pocket or take it from the table, and turn to the passage in 
First Corinthians, one, eighteen; or better still, hand him an- 
other copy of the Bible open to the place, and read from your 
own copy: “For the preaching of the Cross is to them that 
perish foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is the power 
of God.” Then, before he is angered or troubled about that 
word “perish,” ask him to notice in the same connection the 
twenty-first verse, just below: “For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.’ 
These passages will at least arrest his attention, and uncon- 
sciously interest him somewhat in reading the Bible himself. 

I well remember a somewhat like experience to this sug- 
gested, which happened in my parish calling years ago. I was 
talking in the office of a man who was a confessed unbeliever, 
when he made some such criticism of a former sermon he had 
heard. I followed the course outlined, and after reading the » 
verses, he remarked upon their application, and told me he 
would “look into the Pauline writings.” He became later a 
fairly regular attendant in church, and sometimes came to our 
Bible class. 

From such a chapter as that, I would take a man into the 
second chapter, which attracts one from the very first sen- 
tence, “I came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God, for I was deter- 
mined not to know anything among you but Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” Then read the fifth verse: “That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God.” Then the ninth verse, with its wonderful vision: “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the 
heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him.” This verse will prove a vista to many to 
scenes beyond. 
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Ask a man who doubts God’s love for him if he has ever 
carefully considered that his salvation does not so much rest 
upon his confidence in his own belief as in God’s confidence 
in him. Tell him that faith grows by use and action. Ask 
him to pray, “Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief.” Turn 
to Hebrews, eleven one, and read it from the Revised Version, 
which is far stronger in this verse: “Faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Then 
go on with this great “Faith chapter.” Stop and dwell upon 
some of the references, if it will add to the interest. Remem- 
ber to have an open Bible before your companion as you read. 
Reading to a man will not help a listener and reading with you 
will. Let the eye help the ear, and make it personal by letting 
. him follow you as you read. Perhaps sometimes ask him to 
read an occasional verse that needs emphasis, and then you 
comment on it, asking him to read on. 

If a man does not understand how God can love him, do 
not discuss it, but turn to First Corinthians, the thirteenth 
chapter, and read it slowly and thoughtfully. Always begin 
that chapter with the last verse of the twelfth: “And yet 
show I unto you a more excellent way.’ Change the word 
“charity” to “love.” When you get to the fourth verse, inter- 
sperse a remark such as this: “Have you ever read anything 
more wonderful than this: ‘Love suffereth long and is kind, 
love envieth not, love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil.’” Why, each verse of this 
wonderful chapter will grow more and more impressive as 
one reads on. Then read through the first verse of chapter 
fourteen, which gives us the admonition, “Follow after love 
and desire spiritual gifts.” Ask a man if such attainment as 
this isn’t worth while. Turn before he answers to John three, 
sixteen: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” “For God came not into 
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the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.” 

In other words win a man by the love of God. Before he 
can question again, ask him to turn, or better, take his Bible 
and turn for him, to Luke the fifteenth chapter, and beginning 
with the eleventh verse, read together the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. Then quickly and easily turn to First John, 
the third chapter: ‘Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God. Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew 
Him not.” Read on a way in that chapter, and then turn over 
to the fifth chapter and read there. Then turn to Revelation 
three, twenty, and read: “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock; if any man hear My voice and open the door, I will 
come in to him and he to Me, and he shall go in and out and 
find pasture.” 

Tell him in connection with this verse the story of Holman 
Hunt, the great artist who painted, “The Light of the World.” 
Describe the picture till he recalls it, of Christ standing before 
the latticed door, knocking, holding a lantern in the other 
hand, the distant love in the Master’s eye showing, that the 
interest of His thought was within the cottage. Tell him how 
Holman Hunt, after the picture had been painted, called in a 
friendly artist to criticise the picture. His friend, after scru- 
tinizing the picture, said, “But you have no latch on the door.” 
“No,” replied the great painter, referring to this verse, “the 
latch of this door is on the inside. “Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock. If any man hear My voice and open the door.’” 

Show how Christ respects the human life by knocking and 
not forcing His entrance, and how if the individual opens He 
will come in and abide. 

If you have one burdened with a sense of his own guilt 
and sin, turn to Isaiah one, eighteen: “Come now and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 
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crimson, they shall be as wool.” Then turn to Romans seven 
and eight and read with him from verse fourteen. I have 
personally known more men reached by these chapters than 
by any others. They are a sort of photograph or mirror to 
most men of their own very lives. Just note that fifteenth 
verse: “For what I do, I allow not; for what I would, that 
do I not, but what I hate, that do I.” Then verse seventeen: 
“Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
me.” Read on, verse after verse, until you get to that power- 
ful verse, the eleventh of the eighth chapter. Then you will 
have to stop. “But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that 
dwelleth in you.” 

This verse will inspire most men who need it. It lifts a 
man out of himself. There is actual life power in its truth. 
The thrill and longing is liable to come especially after a man 
has realized what sin is doing in and for him. I have known 
many a man look up at that verse and ask if it could be 
possible for him to attain such a thing. Of course it can. 
That eleventh verse, led up to aright by that which precedes 

it, will arouse almost any heart. Then take a man right over 

to chapter twelve: “I beseech you, therefore, brethren.” 
Tell your man how the first eleven chapters of Romans are 
the theory of Paul’s great theme of “Justification by Faith,” 
and that now in the twelfth we have the practical, hence the 
“therefore.” “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a hiving sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service, and be not conformed to this world, but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Tell a man the glory of sacrifice, and what it means to live 
that kind of a life, subject to God’s will. Turn over then to 
Ephesians three, the fourteenth verse, and read Paul’s great 
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prayer with him, telling him you want him to know how a man 
who felt those truths of Romans could pray for other men. 
Then read all that prayer, Ephesians three fourteen, through 
verse twenty-one. Re-read verses twenty and twenty-one. 
This verse will lead us to our knees, and that means victory. 
Let us consider in this connection the subject of 


PRAYER 


We do not estimate the place and power prayer has in win- 
ning others to Christ, prayer for others in intercession, and 
prayer with others as we take them individually into the very 
presence of God. 

First, prayer for them. No matter what your method or 
lack of method may be, take those for whom you are working 
up to God in prayer. Pray for them by name; pray that you 
may approach them aright and appeal to them with Divine 
wisdom. Pray that you may be able to put yourself in their 
place, and be patient as well as wise with them. Pray that 
you may turn to the right Scripture, and use the appropriate 
illustrations, to help them. Pray that you may lead them to 
Jesus instead of talking with them about Him. Pray that 
they may be responsive and willing. Pray that their sins may 
not hinder them from giving their best selves to the considera- 
tion of this all-important subject. Pray that they may see in 
you that vital interest and real sincerity which will actually 
arouse them. Pray that their companions and surroundings 
may not prove a barrier or hindrance to them. Pray that you 
“may converse with them on the essentials and not spend the 
time on unimportant and relative matters. 

Pray that you may not be timid or careless, but fearless, 
clear and exact. Pray that human sympathy and love may 
influence you to show your heart and soul to touch and melt 
their hearts. Pray that just the favorable opening may come 
to you, and that you may be ready to use it. Pray most of all 
for the Holy Spirit’s power with you. 
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Then secondly, pray with the individual. After Scripture 
has had its chance, and decision should be reached, get your 
friend on his knees, and ask him to decide after you have 
poured out your heart to God for and with him. I have 
known more men who have yielded on their knees than any- 
where else. At just the right time, when genuinely prompted 
by loving impulse and sincere motive, your hand placed upon 
his shoulder may help him make the decision. To let one know 
you love him for Christ’s sake breaks many a heart. When 
thus praying, no matter how cold your heart may have been, 
you will feel three are present rather than two, and the third 
is the Saviour of men. 

When you pray with the one for whom you are working, 
be most specific and plain in your petition. Then ask him 
to pray for himself. If he cannot, frame his prayer for him, 
and ask him to repeat. Bring him then and there to a decision 
if possible, and seal the occasion with prayer again. Pray 
frequently between questions, if led. Remember the destiny 
of a human soul is in the balance. Pour out your soul to 
God and labor with Christ for that soul. When nothing one 
could say, quote or argue would help or convince, I have seen 
men yield on their knees and rise to their feet happy and con- 
fident in Christ. Sometimes a subtle and unconfessed sin is 
lurking in the mind or heart, and that keeps from decision. 
On one’s knees in prayer, this is liable to be yielded, and the 
life freed from the fetters of concealed guilt. 

Sometimes an unforgiving spirit is the cause of delay. 
There is no place so sure to overcome bitterness or hatred as 
the place of prayer. Leading the human life into the place 
of prayer will bring Divine power into the work, and con- 
quers where you might fail. 

Another form of prayer for the individual may be used 
by putting down upon a list or card the names of those for 
whom you are praying. We have in our own church a small 
card which is distributed occasionally at the prayer service 
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and at other spiritual gatherings, which is entitled “Prayer 
List.” On it there are spaces for names, and a blank line for 
the name of the signer and the date. A small footnote states 
that a copy of the card may be mailed to the pastor, although 
it is not required or urged. The list is for the individual 
Christian, a definite prayer for a definite soul. Many of these 
cards are handed in to me, and we thus unite in prayer for 
these souls. It is a real method of binding pastor and people 
in prayer for individuals. 

A prayer list which includes all your friends is a most in- 
spiring and useful method. One whom you see each day will 
be next in alphabetical order to a missionary in central India 
or in Japan. Home problems will come sometimes next to 
far-distant hopes, and the whole world comes to your very 
room through the power of prayer. As the years go by, so 
many whose names are there before you give themselves to God, 
and so many causes for gratitude come. In days past, I tore up 
a card when the heart yielded to God, but now we leave the 
card just the same, for one needs prayer surely after conver- 
sion fully as much as before, that growth and grace may 
abound. Prayer for individuals also makes one alert when 
opportunities open to speak to them, and directs aright con- 
versation at such times. It also frees us from mind-wander- 
ing and perplexity in prayer. We grow specific and very 
definite, and learn to ask for those things which we really 
want. Friendship and companionship mean more when we 
realize that we are meeting each other through Christ at the 
throne of grace, and individuals are conscious of greater 
power than human speech when they know that you are pray- 
ing for them. 

Recently, when a man yielded to Christ, he replied, when 
told by his friend he had long prayed for him: “Well, I 
knew something was influencing me, for I have felt unhappy 
and dissatisfied until now, and it was not natural for me to 
be troubled about myself.” 
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Prayer is, then, a most effective and powerful agency in 
winning others. 

We ought also to pray more in our public utterances for 
the immediate and direct result of our preaching; that souls 
may be converted ; that hearts may be arrested in sin and turned 
to God. Dr. Maltbie Babcock used to pray for a verdict then 
and “there, that souls might yield during that very service. 
When a congregation feels that a preacher actually expects 
results, they begin to expect and pray for them too. If the 
soul hungers for souls, then public as well as private prayer 
will claim them. 


METHOD AND MEANS 


We must now take up the subject of method and means. 
The method is, after all, secondary, and if it becomes too set 
and orderly, it will be self-destructive, for as soon as one 
sees your method, the heart and mind are steeled against it, 
and there is little or no interest. When God’s Spirit leads, 
we are responsive to all kinds of openings and ways. Instead 
of studying approach we simply advance as the plan opens 
before us, and we find ourselves doing in an unexpected way 
the very work we have always hoped to do. A revival of 
God’s Spirit means the disregard of former ways and means, 
and an initiation of new and untried channels. We regard 
and value less the method, and seek only for the result. 

It is wise and right for us, however, to consider methods 
and means. Christ Himself began His work with reaching 
individuals and training them to work for others. When Dr. 
Bruce wrote “The Training of the Twelve,” he gave us the 
scholarly development of this truth. The Founder of our 
faith gave Himself largely to twelve men, and one of these 
was not worthy and another extremely vacillating. With 
them He walked, to them He revealed Himself in conversa- 
tion, precept, parable and miracle. They grew like Him and 
followed His teaching. Five hundred millions of souls today 
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honor Him as His followers, but He did not gain this vast 
multitude of myriad tongues and tribes by organizing a great 
band, but by the selection and training of twelve men. True, 
the multitudes sought Him, as they had followed John the 
Baptist, but He did not seek the multitudes. Great throngs 
followed many of those early disciples and preachers, even up 
through the latter centuries, and many were mightily used in 
preaching to great throngs of men, but Christ’s method still 
remains—He sought individuals. What if He had never 
talked with that poor Samaritan woman at the well-side; we 
would never then have had those wondrous words in the 
fourth chapter of John: “Whoso drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again; but whoso drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
What if these words had never occurred in the Gospels ?— 
and they would not if Christ had not passed through Samaria 
and taken pity on that poor sinful woman and talked with 
her. What if He had never spent time with Nicodemus when 
he sought the Master by night? What rich and significant 
words those He uttered then on regeneration: “Ye must be 
born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh 
or whither it goeth; so is every one who is born of the Spirit.” 
Suppose Christ had never overtaken the two disciples as they 
walked to Emmaus after His crucifixion, and we had never 
known those words of His and that experience they had as 
their hearts burned within them. He turned and saw the two 
disciples of John who had heard John the Baptist say, “Behold 
the Lamb of God.” Andrew went from Christ to find his 
brother Peter, and brought him to Jesus. The next day Jesus 
Himself found Philip and told him, “Follow Me.” Philip 
found Nathaniel. All through His work on earth, Christ saw 
and found individuals. Zaccheus was called out of a tree, 
Matthew from a money-changer’s seat, but these men became 
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winners and leaders of other men. Saul of Tarsus was not 
let alone because he was a persecutor, but was arrested on a 
highway with a personal word and question. His reply was: 
“Who art Thou?” and “What wilt Thou have me to do?” 
Paul, although a great preacher, worked too with individuals, 
in no more beautiful way‘ever illustrated than in the touching 
love he showed for Onesimus, the Phrygian runaway slave, 
whom he sent back to his master and Paul’s friend at Colossae, 
Philemon. 

The greatest advantage which the large meeting has is so 
interesting individuals in the truth that they will inquire from 
individuals who are ready to help them, as to the application 
of the truth they hear. A valuable series of meetings is only 
sure in interest and result as individuals invite, seek and lead 
others to be present, and then follow them by individual 
effort. The successful revivals of today must follow this 
method if permanent and large results are to be attained. 
God works through men, and individuals must reach other 
individuals. 

One of the most efficient means some have used is that of 
training men and women to call upon those in their neighbor- 
hood and personally invite them to services—not a formal in- 
vitation, but a call in which they may get acquainted and feel 
at home with one another; one call followed up with another 
until a friendliness springs up and there is a response. There 
are many departments in church life that take this work up, 
such as the Home Department of our Sunday Schools, pastors’ 
aid and visitation societies, and relative organizations; but 
there should be a more definite personal responsibility put 
upon our members as they come into our church, in reaching 
others, and in extending to them the definite invitation to 
attend God’s house and give their lives to the Master. The 
Church of Christ universal has an immense force in herself 
to face the work of winning others to Christ, but we have not 
used that force. The foreign missionary lands have appre- 
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ciated this fact in the work they are doing, and in some places 
the condition of winning others has been imposed upon new 
members before they are accepted into full communion. For 
instance, before a new member is received into the Korean 
Church, the convert must not only confess his faith in Christ, 
but also lead another to Christ. 

What if our membership were really working for others 
individually, and were trained with that in view? What if we 
called the attention of our new members to this very obliga- 
tion and expectation? Some of our churches have had no new 
members for several years, and some have very few. On the 
other hand, here is a great force of hundreds of thousands 
who are not working in the very line of activity which it is 
their privilege and duty to use. Suppose a church with one 
hundred members so impressed this upon fifty per cent of its 
membership that each one of those fifty should win one soul 
to Christ. It would mean that that church added fifty per 
cent of its membership the next year.. If a church of 
five hundred members were to use twenty per cent of its 
membership, each winning one soul a year to Christ, that 
would be a hundred members added to that church. On the 
other hand, why should we not expect that many of our 
members should have one or more representatives at every 
communion? This would mean, if five or six communions 
were held during the year, that fifty such workers would add 
from two hundred fifty to three hundred to the membership 
of that individual church in a year. 

Now, there is no question that a pastor has his definite 
work of preaching. He must also realize that, no matter how 
intense and far-reaching that work may be, his pre-eminent 
work should be in his pulpit; but it is also his work to shep- 
herd his flock, and a shepherd cannot properly do that work 
without teaching his flock to follow him. He first must be 
an inviter and winner of men to Christ, and he must train his 
people to follow him. The great need of the Church today is 
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a work within herself, in which her members may become 
individual and definite workers forthe Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the winners of others to Him. In some of our churches, 
this method and means of reaching others has been carefully 
and thoroughly organized, so that regular organizations cf 
young people and others go out regularly to do this work in 
their neighborhood, inviting others to attend the church and 
afterward winning them individually to Christ. We do not 
find that all such visitors are able immediately to become per- 
sonal workers, but we do find that this work tends to lead 
them to desire to do that work, and in many instances leads 
them into efficient service. In our own church, hundreds upon 
hundreds have been won in this way, and we now have from 
fifty to sixty young people who are doing this work regularly, 
week after week, the result being that the influence is felt upon 
all our services, and hundreds are present at our services who 
would not be there except for this personal invitation and 
direct association. 

We would here quote from a recent book upon this sub- 
ject,* which I prepared for the work in our own church here 
in Chicago: 

“Some five years ago, in reviewing carefully a ministry of 
about fifteen years, I was convinced of certain effective and 
many ineffective results. This practical inventory led me to 
consider the method, means and value of relative activities. 
It was very clear to me that much public work had not yielded 
results equal to certain private and personal service, although 
the latter is more easily known and tabulated. It was also 
evident that the work of the preacher and pastor is not con- 
cluded in bringing men to Christ, but in inspiring and train- 
ing them to become the winners of others. 

“In talking with colleagues in the ministry and gathering 
occasional evidence from varied churches, I discovered that a 
great weakness in the Church exists in a lack of masculine 


*“The Invitation Committee,” published by Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Philadelphia, Pa. Leather, 25 cts. 
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spiritual leadership—the difficulty of finding strong men to 
fill spiritual offices and to lead in spiritual service—Boards of 
Trustees being more easily filled than Elders’ or Deacons’ 
Boards, men more responsive to ushering or even to taking 
official duty, than to taking a Sunday School superintendency 
or class, or attending and participating audibly in the weekly 
prayer service. I also. found men ready to relieve one in dis- 
tress or assist materially in any emergency, who seemed em- 
barrassed and helpless when asked to assist or direct in things 
spiritual. 

“Since this actual condition has been discovered, the effort 
has been made to remedy it by giving constant and faithful 
attention to individual Christians, not only pointing out the 
way of growth through exhortation and inspiration, but through 
instruction, example and personal direction. 

“The community in which our church is placed has many 
thousands who are unreached and unattracted by any church. 
It has large numbers of youths of both sexes and many young 
families. Although there are many whose homes are perma- 
nent, even a larger number are transient and hence apt to 
scatter and drift farther from all moorings. 

“No pastor nor force of professional assistants can hope 
successfully to reach such a field, but trained membership can, 
and young men and young women who are interested, in- 
structed and directed can see in such a neighborhood a vast 
storehouse of raw human material which may be made into 
finished product for God. Better still, such latent life may 
become energized and utilized to win and save itself with 
responsive, joyful life. 

“Organization has accomplished much, but the work and 
worker need Divine inspiration and spiritual food as well, and 
the Word of God, prayer and common sense combine to make 
the work effective and permanent. This little handbook is 
thus sent out to assist in meeting that need, that the hundreds 
of young men and young women already won may become 
winners of others; and primarily that the half hundred young 
people now working on these Invitation Committees may have 
a ready reference in time of immediate need. 


“We have also felt that our need may be the need of others 
elsewhere, and cordially extend to you as well, our comrade- 
ship.” 
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In connection with this same little volume, there are cer- 
tain practical notes which we would also give to you: 


“One cannot use God’s Word without studying it. 

“You cannot win others to Christ unless you believe in 
Him and keep near Him yourself. 

“He must work through you. ‘Apart from Me ye can do 
nothing.’ 

“Prayer must be a reality and a power to you. ‘Ask, and 
ye shall receive.’ 

“Confidence in Christ’s powe1 must attend your effort. 
‘I can do all things in Him which strengtheneth me.’ 

“Common sense means putting yourself in the other man’s 
place. Do not merely argue. Use the Word of God. 

“Do not do all the talking; win the confidence of the one 
for whom you are working, and let him tell his story. 

“Do not be in haste. Remember ‘God’s delays are not 
denials.’ Work and wait. Be patient and persistent. 

“Pray with your man as well as for him. Don’t be afraid 
of falling on your knees in the presence of another. 

“Get him to pray for himself. 

“Learn to pray anywhere and in any posture—in an office 
or an automobile, in a quiet spot on the street, standing, sit- 
ting or kneeling, but always reverently. 

“Get your man alone. Do not present the matter when 
another is present. (Exceptional cases may occur, as at times 
when talking with husband and wife.) 

“Study your case beforehand (when possible). 

“Do not approach your case with fear but with prayer and 
faith. ‘It shall be given unto you . . . . what you shall 
speak.’ 

_ “Learn how by doing, and gain confidence through expe- 
rience. 

“Remember you are not only Christ’s representative but 
naa God’s Holy Spirit is working through you. The power 
is His. 

_ “Approach and do your work with a happy heart and with 
joy. Always show that ‘the joy of Jehovah is your strength.’ 

“Beware of the temptation to postpone. The evil one 
prompts such suggestion. Many a man is never asked to give 
his heart to Christ because a good impulse was averted by in- 
decision and the false plea of ‘a better time to speak.’ 
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“Tf you fail, do not be discouraged, but determine to get 
nearer to God and to gain more power through your apparent 
failure. Write a good letter to the one you have failed to 
reach or failed to find after repeated calling. Many have been 
won by correspondence. He knows you are interested very 
definitely if you write. 

“Win back to service the Christian man who has lost in- 
terest, and lost touch with Christ and the Church.” 


Robert Speer has well said, “When we love men for what 
we know Christ can make them, we shall go after them for 
Him.” We might add, “To persuade one soul to lead a better 
life is to leave the world better than you found it.” God has 
certainly a very definite work for individuals to do in His 
Kingdom, and the Christian worker needs to realize that his 
duty is to set people to work and to train them in this service. 

Another very effective method is by correspondence. So 
many times when we do not find people at home, or when we 
are not able to approach them as we desire, if we would sit 
down and write a direct and personal letter, it would have its 
weight and influence. Several years ago I knew a pastor who 
was very much discouraged with his work, who entered upon 
this method, and it resulted in a large accession to his church 
at the next communion. He has always been a different man 
and valued aright the power of the pen in personal correspond- 
ence. It should not be a substitute for a personal interview, 
but is a wonderful addition to it, and where the one is denied 
the other can be used. 

The ways and methods for reaching others are manifold, 
and thank God they are as diversified as the personalities and 
training of those who are workers. God has new methods and 
ways to use constantly, but we must be alert in this great 
work, and reach out in faith and in earnestness. 

One of the best means of reaching others is to be able to 
put one’s self directly in the place of another, to feel his 
temptations, to understand his difficulties, and to be willing to 
meet him upon his own ground and with his own needs. If we 
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can establish this human sympathy, we have gone a great way 
toward reaching others. 

Another most effective way must be through the Sunday 
School and through the regular channels of active association. 
Whatever we can do to bring to others the positive need of 
settling this question for one’s self, communicants’ classes, 
catechetical classes, individual pastor’s classes, all such methods 
should be used. A pastor should get into the public and pri- 
vate schools of the boys and girls of his own parish, to know 
where they live and what their work is and what their prob- 
lems are, and then he should plan in some way to meet them 
individually. A pastor should go to the various Sunday School 
classes in his own Sunday School, not regularly or at stated 
times, but sometimes informally or by definite arrangement 
with the teacher, thus getting into touch with the scholars and 
meeting them upon their own ground. He should also arrange 
special classes, to meet them and talk over their relationship 
to Christ. All through the church, he should have those who 
are so interested in individuals that they will take to him the 
special cases and refer them to him. 

But after all, the greatest method in the world, the greatest 
means of all in winning others to Christ, is that of persistent, 
patient, faithful prayer. This, followed by action and asso- 
ciated with all the details of service, will be rewarded. Times 
of revival will spring up. Others will wish for special services 
and methods and will suggest them, and before we know it 
our churches will be alive with a newness of material, and we 
will find that men and women are not only crying out, “What 
must we do to be saved?” but “How may we win others to the 
Master?” We will all become “workmen who need not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth,” and we will 
realize that God’s Word shall not return to Him void, but 
“shall accomplish that whereunto it is sent.” 

Surely, “He that winneth souls is wise.” 


CHAPTER III 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL’S TRUE EVANGELISM 


BY CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, 


EDITOR “THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES,’ PHILADELPHIA, 
PENNSYLVANIA 


There are more than thirty million persons reported in 
the enrollment of the Sunday Schools of the world. But if 
all these persons, and all church members as well, knew what 
the Sunday School is really for, the enrollment would leap 
upward millions upon millions. 

The Sunday School is often spoken of as the child of 
the church, or the church of tomorrow, or a branch or depart- 
ment of the church. It is more than any and all of these. 

The true Sunday School is the Church of Jesus Christ en- 
gaged in systematic study and teaching of the Word of God 
for three great purposes: to bring into the body of Christ 
those within the membership of the Sunday School who are 
not yet members of the church or of Christ; to train up those 
who are in Christ into a full-grown knowledge and appropria- 
tion of the riches which are theirs because they are Christ’s; 
and to send out into the world fully equipped, victorious soul- 
winners who shall be Christ’s living epistles to those who do 
not yet know Him. 

The whole superb work of the Sunday School centers 
about its text-book, the Word of God. Bible study in the 
Sunday School is made the means of the three-fold purpose 
of the Sunday School. The Sunday School is the great or- 
ganized movement of the Church of God for Bible study 
which has for its end salvation, character building, and equip- 
ment for evangelism. Or to describe the work of the Sun- 
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day School partly in theological terms, the purpose of the 
Sunday School is Bible study for justification, sanctification 
and service. 

Whoever needs to know what the Bible has to say about 
next-world freedom from the penalty of our sins, and this- 
world freedom from the power of our sin, together with the 
stipernatural power of God as the equipment of the full grown 
man for service, may properly be in the Sunday School. Only 
those who do not need. the fullest possible message of the 
Bible on these subjects can logically stay outside the Sunday 
School. 

And that means that few can logically or safely stay 
outside the Sunday School. The true Sunday School is the 
whole Church of God engaged in systematic Bible study to 
ascertain the whole will of God as revealed in His Word for 
their lives. With the cradle roll at one end of the age limit 
for non-attending members and the home department at the 
other end for non-attending members, there is little reason 
today for any one to remain outside the membership of the 
Sunday School. It is not necessary to attend the Sunday 
services of the Sunday School in order to be a member in 
full and regular standing. Literally the entire church mem- 
bership can with great profit be enrolled: babies, invalids, 
shut-ins, traveling men, mothers tied down by home duties, 
railroad men, telegraph or telephone operators——the Sunday 
School welcomes the representatives of every walk in life. 
Blessed stories are told of the home department, such as of 
the engineer miles from his Sunday School, safeguarded in 
the cab of his locomotive by his nearness to his Lord, and 
rejoicing in his privilege of studying the same Sunday School 
lesson that the boys and girls in the home school are poring 
over. Or about the telegraph operators who, miles apart from 
each other, compare notes over the wire about their Sunday 
School lesson. Cradle roll members don’t do much reading or 
studying for themselves; but when the enthusiastic, tactful, 
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loving cradle roll superintendent hurries around to a home in 
the neighborhood and asks for the name and enrollment of 
the baby not yet twenty-four hours old, you may be sure 
that that household, especially the father and mother, are 
not offended at this show of interest in the little life which 
is all the world to them. And stony hearts that may have 
seemed hopelessly remote from the Gospel have been warmed 
and won to a wide-open acceptance of the love of Jesus 
Christ because the littlest member of the family first entered 
the Sunday School through the cradle roll. 

Thus it is that, from any way we look at it, the true Sun- 
day School is a mighty evangelistic agency. If the Sunday 
School isn’t evangelistic, it isn’t the Sunday School. It may 
bear the name of the Sunday School, but that does not make 
it one. The true Sunday School of the Church of Jesus 
Christ exists solely to make the whole wonderful reach and 
splendor of the Good News better known, both to those 
within and without. 

A young crockery merchant in New York State who 
rejoiced in Christ as his Saviour had found that when he 
flung himself in conscious helplessness on his Lord and asked 
to be used for the saving of others, his Lord took him at his 
word. Saving souls became his great joy and interest. He 
wanted to do more systematic work in that line, and to know 
the Bible in a more systematic way. ‘The city in which he 
lived numbered one hundred thousand people; but he found 
that there was not a men’s Bible class connected with any 
Sunday School there numbering as many as ten members. 
Yet there were sixteen thousand young men in that city. 

_ While his own home church was being decorated, the en- 
tire Sunday School just then meeting as one class in a rear 
room, this man-hunter noticed some young men waiting out- 
side to walk home with their girls after school. He invited 
them to crawl in under the rafters of the partially finished 
church, and with him find a place for a Bible class that he 
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then and there asked them to form with him. They liked the 
novelty of the idea, and the class was formed, the members 
sitting on the back of a seat while their teacher faced them, 
standing. Under the scaffolding, amid dirt and plaster, he 
taught his first men’s class, praying and telling the lesson 
story in simple language. 

From that beginning the young crockery merchant got 
more and more interested in bringing together young men for 


organized Bible study in Sunday School classes. In six — 


months his class of eighteen had grown to one hundred and 
eight. In the next seventeen years, three hundred and fifty- 
two men were won to Christ in that one class. He gave up 
his crockery business to give his whole time to young men’s 
Sunday School Bible classes. After he had brought three 
hundred thousand men into the Sunday School for organized 
effort and systematic Bible study, his ideas got large, and 
he went on until he actually began to talk about wanting a 
million—not dollars, but men. It is not as easy to get a mil- 
lion men enrolled in an organized Bible class movement as it is 
to get three hundred thousand, even if you have a whole 


continent to work in; and perhaps some didn’t expect to see 


“the man who wants a million,’ as he liked to call himself, 
succeed during his life-time in his expansive wish. But he 
got his million; and now he signs his letters, “Yours for a 
million more.” Marshall A. Hudson, Founder and President 
of the World’s Baraca Bible Class Union, has shown what 
just one department of the true Sunday School can be and do 
as a mighty evangelistic agency. His work would not stay 
limited to men, but has reached out to a similar work for 
women, the Philathea movement.* 

The quiet, persistent, undefeatable evangelistic work of 


*Two little books telling of Mr. Hudson’s methods, one on 
the Baraca work for men, the other on the Philathea work for 
women, may be had from the Baraca Supply Company, Syracuse, 
New York, at 50c each. ; 
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the Sunday School is going on all the time, in ways not as 

widely known as is the blessed work of the Baraca and 
Philathea classes, but none the less effective on that account. 
The writer had once been speaking at the mid-week meeting 
of a city church on personal soul winning, and had, among 
other things, urged the duty of being willing to risk mistakes 
in doing this work, rather than make the greatest mistake of 
saying nothing for Christ. After the meeting a woman came 
up and told him of her experience. She was a Sunday School 
teacher with a class of girls, and she had longed to lead to 
Christ one of her class. She shrank from having a face-to- 
face talk upon the subject with the girl, but finally determined 
to make the effort, and she went to see the girl at her home. 
She found her in; and although she had ample opportunity 
alone with her to speak of the purpose of her call, her cour- 
age failed her, and, talking about anything and everything but 
that for which she had come, she finally rose and said good- 
bye without having once mentioned the subject. Starting home 
in discouragement, the teacher had not gone far from the house 
when she wheeled around and went back again. She rang 
the bell once more. The girl came to the door herself; and 
this time the teacher, not trusting herself to go inside and sit 
down again, told her young friend as they stood together in 
the doorway why she had called to see her, and in a blunder- 
ing, faltering way said that she wished the girl would give 
herself to Jesus Christ as her Saviour. Then she left the 
house for the second time, and went home, but not before the 
young girl had shown her that she was very angry with her 
teacher for having dared to speak so directly on that subject 
to her. 

At the next communion service of their church the teacher 
was overjoyed to see that young girl among those who pub- 
licly confessed the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Hur- 
rying over to the girl, at the close of the service, the teacher 
told her how glad she was that she had taken this step. And 
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then she said to her, “Tell me, what was it that finally in- 
fluenced you to do this?” 

“Why, it was what you said to me that day you called,” 
was the reply. 

And a Sunday School teacher was glad that she had 
dared to “make a mistake” for her Lord. 

There are many methods of evangelism of which the Sun- 
day School makes blessed use. ‘Decision Day” when wisely 
observed has resulted in great blessing. On this day a direct 
appeal to accept Jesus Christ as Saviour is made from the 
platform to the school or the department as a whole, and op- 
portunity is given for formal response in the way of signed 
cards or otherwise. The observance of such a day is most 
blessed when there has been earnest, faithful preparation for 
it in prayer, by teachers and officers. It seems better not to 
have the day announced in advance to the school, but only to 
teachers and officers, that they may prepare for it in prayer 
and in personal work. 

But the all-the-time evangelism of the faithful teacher is 
the surest and most effective. Most effective, that is, if ac- 
companied by all-the-time prayer. Prayer meetings of the 
teachers for the conversion and consecration of the pupils is 
a secret of the continuously evangelistic Sunday School. 

What sort of teaching is done in the Sunday School in 
which true evangelism is conspicuous? 

It is teaching that assumes that the whole Bible is the 
inspired Word of God; unique, authoritative, infallible. The 
acceptance of destructive criticism’s theories and conclusions 
can have no place in this teaching. 

The evangelistic school knows that all men (and “men” 
means men, women and children) are lost until saved by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. The teaching in such a school brings 
out clearly the lost condition of the entire human race by 
nature, and recognizes no possibility of salvation by educa- 
tion, character, or any other works of man. It gives full 
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recognition to education as the duty and privilege of the 
Christian, but it does not substitute education for salvation. 

The evangelistic Sunday School holds up the Lord Jesus 

Christ as the only Saviour of men, accepting the Word of 

the Holy Spirit that “neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.” 
And because no man or created being can save another created 
being that is spiritually lost, the uncreated deity of Jesus as 
Saviour is recognized and declared. The new birth, accom- 
plished by the Holy Spirit in the one who believes in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, marks the passage from death unto life,— 
that is the Gospel of the evangelistic Sunday School. 

The workers in such a Sunday School know that no human 
being can save a soul; they know that no human being, no 
matter how faithfully and truly he tells the story of salvation 
and offers the Gospel invitation, can win another soul to 
Christ or enable that soul to believe on Christ as Saviour. It 
is recognized that this act of acceptance and belief is not the 
result of human teaching or telling or persuading or inviting, 
but is a supernatural work of God. Therefore the evangelistic 
teacher depends chiefly upon prayer to succeed in the chief 
mission of the Sunday School. The teacher recognizes that 
prayer is the great secret, the great essential of effective evan- 
gelism. The evangelistic teacher prays souls into salvation 
before even expecting to be used to that end in teaching or 
personal conversation. 

Not all so-called Sunday Schools are evangelistic. Not all 
are being supernaturally used of God in the miraculous work 

_of bringing lives into the new birth and the new life in Christ 
Jesus. There are dangers that threaten the Sunday School 
of today probably more than in any preceding ‘generation. 
These dangers not only threaten; they are disastrously and 
effectively at work in many schools. 

The undermining work of the destructive criticism has 
crept into Sunday School lesson helps. Not only in so-called 
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“independent” courses of Bible study but in helps on the In- 
ternational Lessons, issued by regular denominational boards, 
are found lesson comments that assume the error and human 
authorship of parts of the Bible instead of inerrant, inspired 
authorship. It has been a distressing thing to many to note 
this terrible encroachment of the Adversary as he uses the 
very tools of the Church of Christ to lead teachers and pupils 
away from the hope of eternal life. For, as has been well 
pointed out, the Adversary’s first move is to discredit parts of 
the Bible, then the atonement of Jesus Christ, then the deity 
of Christ. And without a Saviour who is God the “evan- 
gelism” of the Sunday School is not the Good News. 

Not long ago “The Sunday School Times” had occasion to 
investigate a certain “Completely Graded Series” of Sunday 
School lessons (not the International Graded Lessons) of 
which the publisher said: “These lessons are already in use 
in thousands of up-to-date Sunday Schools. The various 
courses of study have been prepared under the direction of men 
who are recognized as authorities in this country in religious 
education, and they therefore embody the results of the latest 
scholarship.” Upon looking into the lesson courses themselves, 
such statements as the following were found: 


“It is easy to see that the age that produced the Gospels 
would not be anxious for scientific accounts of the deeds of 
Jesus, but that it would expect of Him exactly the acts that 
are attributed to Him. It is possible therefore that some 
events, like the restoration of the centurion’s servant, were 
simple coincidences ; that others, like the apparent walking of 
Jesus on the water, were natural deeds which the darkness 
and confusion caused to be misunderstood; that others, like 
the turning of water into wine, were really parables that be- 
came in course of time changed into miracles. As nearly all 
the miracles not of healing had their prototypes in the Old 
Testament, many of them at least were attributed to Jesus 
because men expected such deeds from their Messiah, and 
finally became convinced that He must have performed them. 
—EDITOoR.” 
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The foregoing paragraph was from a help for the Inter- 
mediate teacher. In a similar volume for the Junior teacher 
there appeared the following discussion of the reasonableness 
of miracles: 


“There are some scholars who find traces of this tendency 
to magnify the marvelous even in the Gospels themselves, 
which, with all their uniqueness, are human documents, writ- 
ten by flesh and blood human beings. For example, in our 
story of Jairus’ daughter, Mark’s account, as we have seen, 
leaves us in doubt whether the little girl was really dead, or 
only in a swoon, or state of coma. In Matthew’s later account, 
however, we find that Jairus says to Jesus, ‘My daughter is 
even now dead.’ When they reach the house, flute players, 
hired for the funeral, are already on the scene. This increases 
the marvel of the story, but does not seem to add to its moral 
significance. It is possible that not a few of the accounts of 
miraculous deeds, attributed to Jesus, are the product of this 
same tendency. By this is meant the tendency to magnify the 
marvelous, as seen in apocryphal legends, arising from a ‘vul- 
gar craving for signs and wonders.’ ” 


Junior teachers were told, in explanation of the omission 
of the story of Ananias and Sapphira: 


“This fear is explained by the story of Ananias and 
Sapphira, which precedes this sentence in the complete text 
of Acts. This story is like a number of other ancient narra- 
tives, in that the facts are probably recorded with substantial 
accuracy; but the author’s own interpretation of these facts 
seems to us, in these days, not altogether satisfactory. There 
is no reason for doubting the account of the deception prac- 
tised on the apostles by this unscrupulous couple, Ananias and 
Sapphira; nor the account of Peter’s rebuke; nor the state- 
ment that they both died shortly after receiving the rebuke. 
In that period of the world’s history people would inevitably 
conclude that this death was a direct manifestation of the 
Divine wrath invoked by Peter. This interpretation, however, 
seems inconsistent with the Christian conception of God as a 
loving and patient Father. On account of the primitive ideas 
which it reflects, the story has been omitted from the Junior 
Bible.” 
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As was editorially stated in “The Sunday School Times,” 
which discussed this series of lessons, it is only too true that: 
“There are those who have not taught the whole Christ of the 
New Testament and the Old, but have been busy about the 
presenting of a different and lesser Person. They have fol- 
lowed and taught Jesus of Nazareth as the ideal teacher and 
leader, acknowledging Him as indeed the most extraordinary 
development among the aoblest sons of God, and the Gospel 
story of Him as usually reliable, but they have not been pre- 
senting Jesus unreservedly as the eternal Christ in all that the 
Scriptures in their uttermost struggling for full expression 
claim that He is; as all that He was, very Life itself to the dis- 
ciplined mind and the revolutionized personality of Paul; as all 
that He is to those who daily testify in word and deed to 
liberty from the crushing bondage of sin by His indwelling.” 

The same editorial discussed the peril of teaching a 
“modified Christ.” It went on to say: 


“Tt is no uncommon thing to find teachers of the Bible who 
are thus teaching a modified Christ. The cautionary attitude, 
to say the least, of a type of influential scholarship, on the 
trustworthiness of the Scriptures, and the encouraging of sus- 
pended opinion as to the claims of Christ, are more confusing 
and insidious in their results on the mind and the life than a 
flat denial of cherished truth by confessed unbelievers. The 
New Testament writers, on the one hand, are not wholly able 
within the range of human vocabularies to find language that 
will release the streams of inspired truth concerning the Lord 
Jesus. In their most rapt ecstasy, as in their apologetic, they 
cannot exalt the Christ as they would, because not He, but 
language, is inadequate. They simply cannot say enough of 
Him. But, on the other hand, there is a type of modern 
scholarship not without its influence upon the trained and un- 
trained Bible teacher alike, which is careful not to say too 
much of Jesus. There is a restraint in its deliverances about 
Him, a cautious and reserved detachment, which would seem 
to belong as a method rather to the outside observer than to 
the inner disciple. Ethical and social leadership and su- 
premacy are freely attributed to Jesus, but this type of Biblical 
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scholarship does not seem, in dealing with Jesus, to be deal- 
ing with the same eternal Christ who was disclosed to John 
and Peter and Paul and others of like mind and experience. 
Indeed, the limitless ascriptions of John, the sweeping decla- 
rations of Peter, the passionate abandon of Paul, by no means 
characterize this kind of scholarship. On the contrary, its 
Jesus is far less than the New Testament Christ; its New 
Testament a record quite open to reasonable doubt. Yet the 
superior advantages of lesson helps embodying the results of 
this attitude toward Jesus and the record of his life are 
widely urged upon teachers and pupils in the Sunday School 
today.” 

Just here those who have the Sunday School at its highest 
point of evangelistic efficiency should have clearly before them 
the facts concerning the course of Graded Lessons issued by 
the American Section of the International Committee. It is a 
seventeen year course, of which sixteen years of study have 
been issued, running from the first year “Beginners, for four- 
year-olds, through the third year Senior, for nineteen-year- 
olds.” The writer had occasion to discuss this course of les- 
sons in the columns of “The Sunday School Times” just before 
the International Sunday School Convention held in Chicago 
in June of 1914, and takes the liberty of printing here a por- 
tion of what was said at that time: 

“These lessons are rendering a greatly needed service in 
awakening the Sunday School world to the claims and rights 
of the child. They are showing what a supremely delicate 
and difficult task it is to bring to the child, in the way that 
child nature is entitled to, the instruction that God intends. It 
is to be hoped that these lessons have made it impossible for 
the Sunday School ever to go back to what may have been its 
former carelessness, indifference, and ignorance on this sub- 
ject. 

: “There is welcome evidence that the Graded Lessons are 
resulting in bringing pupils to decision for Christ. Mrs. 
Bryner, the International Elementary Superintendent, recently 
published in the state Sunday School papers the results of her 
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inquiry of state and provincial elementary superintendents 
concerning the spiritual results that can be reported from the 
introduction of the Graded Lessons; and the testimony was 
most encouraging. One school reported that the number of 
Juniors coming naturally into the church had increased sev- 
enty-five percent since the adoption of these lessons in that 
school, 

“In the First Year Senior there is excellent topical study 
offered on “The Needs of the World,’ ‘The Standard of Suc- 
cess,’ “The Challenge to the Individual; and this year offers 
also two complete book studies, taking up the Book of Ruth 
in three lessons and the Epistle of James in nine lessons. 

“The opportunity for complete book study is still further 
extended in the Third Year Senior, just issued by the Lesson 
Committee, offering opportunity for brief, rapid surveys of 
more than twenty of the books of the New Testament. The 
doctrine of salvation is well taught here also, in a lesson de- 
voted to ‘Developing the Theology of Salvation,’ from Romans. 

“In such points as these, and in many other admirable op- 
portunities for thorough-going Bible study, the International 
Graded Lessons offer the Sunday School a rich field for 
profitable work. 

“Yet in spite of all this there are other factors in this 
series of Graded Lessons that are fairly characterized as re- 
grettable and harmful. If one asks why these words should 
be used, here is the answer: 

“Because there are elements here that tend to minimize 
or ignore the unique and supreme character and authority of 
the Bible as the inspired Word of God; that tend to blur the 
line between the natural and the supernatural; that tend to 
place nature study on the same plane as Bible study in gaining 
a knowledge of God; and that tend to a lack of emphasis on 
certain vital doctrinal teaching of the Gospel of Christ. 

“Extra-Biblical lessons have been inserted throughout this 
Graded series, that is, lessons the material for which is drawn 
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chiefly from other literature than the Bible. In one instance 
—in the Second Year Intermediate,—a full six months is de- 
voted to the study of ‘Later Christian Leaders,’ including such 
characters as Luther, Calvin, John Wesley, the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, and Florence Nightingale; and three months of the six 
are devoted to the study of a single modern missionary, Alex- 
ander Mackay. A note from the Lesson Committee points 
out that the material upon which these three months’ lessons 
are based is found in the well-known book ‘Uganda’s White 
Man of Work,’ the Committee having previously said: ‘It is 
intended that a more careful analysis of a single character 
shall prepare the pupil for the nine months’ study in the life 
of Christ which will immediately follow in the lessons for the 
Third Year Intermediate.’ Just what effect will it have upon 
fourteen-year-olds to bring in a book of this sort, as, in a 
sense, parallel material to the Bible’s record of the life of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? To be sure, Scripture material is sug- 
gested for each of these extra-Biblical lessons, but the Scrip- 
ture material is subordinate, and the extra-Biblical material is 
the main theme for study. 

“As is well known, in response to a widespread protest the 
Lesson Committee in 1911 issued Biblical lessons to run 
parallel to all the extra-Biblical lessons in the Graded Series, 
and to make such other minor modifications as seemed to it 
desirable. These Biblical lessons do not replace the extra- 
Biblical lessons; they ‘take their place beside the extra-Bibli- 
cal lessons in the lists already issued.’ The International Les- 
son Committee therefore stands before’ the Sunday School 
world committed to offering the Sunday School constituency 
material from other sources than the Bible as its chief material 
for study in numerous Sunday School sessions. 

“And it has been done with deep-seated conviction on the 
part of those who favor it. At the conference on the Inter- 
national Lessons held in Philadelphia in 1914, a prominent 
leader in the work of the Graded Lessons said publicly, and 


58 The Fundamentals 


with intense earnestness: ‘We deny at every point that our 
course is a BIBLE course; our course is a CHILD-TEACHING 
course.’ 

“As we speak of ‘the Sunday School’ today, we refer to the 
very limited opportunity for Bible study offered in the session 
of an hour or so on Sunday, where the actual Bible studying, 
Bible teaching period is about thirty minutes. This is the 
church’s chief and only Bible teaching service, at present, in 
the vast majority of churches. To give any other form of 
material than the Bible the right of way in this restricted 
period is a perilous thing. The church must have a service of 
Bible study and Bible teaching. Its very life, and the life of 
the home and the community, depend upon this. Nothing that 
is extra-Biblical can be permitted to encroach upon that vital 
part of the church’s work. It will be a sad day indeed when 
this question is considered even debatable by the majority of 
the members of the Church of Christ on earth. 

“It is important to recognize also that there is no real 
dilemma between the Bible and child-teachingz. We do not 
have to choose between the two. We must have them both, 
and we can. The Bible is God’s best provision for child- 
teaching. 

“There is a real danger, also, in using nature as the chief 
material for Sunday School teaching, even with the youngest 
beginners. Nature study has its valued place as material to 
illustrate Bible truths. Our Lord used it in that way. But 
there is no such revelation of God in nature as there is in the 
Holy Scriptures. Nature is natural; the Bible is supernatural. 
The two are in no sense equal revelations of the heart of God 
and of the Gospel of Christ. Indeed, nature is a sin-distorted, 
sin-cursed thing. God made this very plain when He said in 
the Garden of Eden, ‘Cursed is the ground for thy sake; 

Hee thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
tla as He told Adam and Eve how they had degraded even 
the earth beneath their feet through their sin. It may not be 
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necessary or wise that the little child should be taught this; 
but it is very necessary that the teacher should have this in 
mind in using nature material to illustrate the ways and the 
love and the protection of the Heavenly Father. It puts sharp 
limitations upon our use of nature materials, and it suggests 
that such nature material, in and of itself, should not be the 
leading material in any lessons for Sunday School study. 
“Apart from the question of nature studies as such, there, 
is present in the International Graded Lessons the modern 
steadily encroaching atmosphere of the ‘natural’ as over 
against the ‘supernatural.’ The atmosphere in many colleges 
today is an atmosphere that denies the supernatural. There 
are evidences, here and there throughout this scheme of les- 
sons, of such a handling of the Bible as one would give to any 
other book. Such lesson titles, for example, as ‘Gideon, the 
Man Whom Responsibility Made Great’ (First Year Inter- 
mediate), ‘Abraham—The Challenge of an Ideal’ (Second 
Year Senior), ‘The Development of Religious Ideas in Early 
Israel’ (Second Year Senior), are hints of this; as is also 
the note on Lessons 17 to 22 of the First Year Intermediate, 
‘David, the Man Who Showed Himself Friendly’: ‘the aim 
is to show that David’s power to make and retain friends ex- 
plains his career and his character.’ This ignoring of God’s 
sovereign grace as the secret of David’s career is not suf- 
ficiently offset by the close of the note, that David’s ‘intimate, 
constant, and childlike fellowship with God was the supreme 
friendship of his life, exalting and directing his actions.’ 
“And there is a certain inadequacy in some lesson topics, 
a failure to reveal the stupendous riches of the Scripture truth 
that is to be taught. An example of this is to be seen in the 
Third Year Senior topics for the study of the Epistle to the 
Galatians: ‘Paul’s Assertion of Independence,’ “The Bondage 
of Tradition,’ ‘The Christian Idea of Freedom.’ The word- 
ing of these topics does not do justice to the great eternal 
spiritual truths of bondage to sin under the law versus the 
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life of victory-by-freedom in Christ which this Epistle so 
gloriously brings out. 

“Many would have been glad to see somewhere in these 
lessons, among the many statements of aim and purpose of the 
courses for the different years, a declaration of aim that the 
pupil shall come to recognize man’s lost condition as consti- 
tuting our need of a Saviour. This is nowhere stated. It is 

Stated that the lessons have the aim of bringing the pupil to 
the personal acceptance of Jesus as Saviour and Lord; and 
that is good. But a clear declaration of the universal need 
of the new birth would have given increased doctrinal 
strength to the series. This lack is accentuated by such ex- 
pressions as the following: ‘The average age of thirteen calls 
for a new type of lessons which shall make their appeal to 
the new sense of selfhood and the new hunger for a satisfying 
personal ideal.’ The emphasis seems to be chiefly ‘to deepen — 
the impulse to do right,’ rather than to show (not necessarily 
to the youngest children, but certainly somewhere during the 
series) the hopelessness of any one’s doing right except 
through the regenerating presence of the Holy Spirit made 
possible by the acceptance of Christ as Saviour.”* 

Against all such encroachments upon the Word of God, 
upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and upon a clear vision of 
men’s eternal need of that Gospel, the Sunday School of true 
evangelism must stand with the firmness of the Rock of Ages. 
Only the power of Christ can enable us to stand thus firmly 
in the strength of Christ. He is doing just this, with blessed 
results, for Sunday Schools that ask Him to do so upon His 
own terms. 





*Representatives of two denominational Sunday School Pub- 
lishing Bloards have stated that the helps published by them are 
free from the objections noted. 

I. J. Van Ness, Editorial Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board (Nashville, Tennessee), writes: “Many de- 
nominations have made radical modifications for themselves. The 
Southern Baptists have issued a complete series of Periodicals for 
these. lessons, using only Biblical material, and making material 
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The Social Service program, which includes so many things 
Christian in spirit, but which in many cases so disastrously 
puts fruit ahead of root, is a danger against which the Sun- 
day School needs to guard, especially in its adult classes. The 
salvation of society regardless of the salvation of the indi- 
vidual is a hopeless task; and the Sunday School of true 
evangelism will not enter upon it. But the Sunday School 
that brings the good news of Jesus Christ to the individuals 
of any community lifts society as the usual Social Service 
program can never do. A striking illustration of this princi- 
ple has been noted in the work of Evangelist “Billy” Sunday. 
Sunday preaches the individual Gospel of the apostolic church. 
He says little about social service. But the community-results 
where Sunday’s evangelism has had an opportunity are revolu- 


changes in the lessons for the Beginners, Primary and Junior De- 
partments. The Lesson Committee of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention entirely reconstructed the Intermediate courses, using in 
the main the material put out by the International Committee, 
but making changes in the arrangement and in the titles. The 
series of lessons which we are putting out is essentially different 
from that which you condemn, and has few, if any, of the points 
which you point out.” 


Marion Stevenson, of the Christian Board of Publication (St. 
Louis, Mo.), writes: “It should be noticed that we are follow- 
ing the Biblical lessons so strongly approved by the International 
Sunday School Association at San Francisco and also at Chi- 
cago. As your editorial stands, it is a blanket indictment of 
the Graded Lessons, to which we would respond that we are 
not guilty. The characteristics complained of are true of hardly 
any graded literature except that published by the Syndicate. 
But the Syndicate is a diminishing association. Since its organ- 
ization the Presbyterian bodies have withdrawn and are prepar- 
ing their own literature, thus leaving the Syndicate to the Metho- 
dist Church, North and South, and to the Congregationalists. 
Some smaller denominations are selling agents for the Syndicate 
material. But from the first the Baptists, North and South, and 
the Churches of Christ, have chosen their own writers. The in- 
dictments against the Syndicate material may not therefore be 
drawn against all graded lesson literature. They are certainly 
not true in regard to the graded literature prepared by the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication.” 

Every movement away from the perils that would injure the 
Sunday School is to be heartily welcomed; and the writer gladly 
gives prominence to these letters of denominational leaders. 
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tionizing. There is no social service worker in America today 
_ whose work can compare, in the very results for which the 
social service program aims, with that of Sunday’s. And so 
the Sunday School of true evangelism will do an effective 
work in social service; but it will do it in the Lord’s way. 


One last word. If the Sunday School is really to do its 
work as an evangelizing agent, the Sunday School must con- 
sist of workers whose personal lives are radiant with victory. 
The Sunday School of true evangelism declares with con- 
vincing power the message of the victorious life. 

Here is an evangel, a Good News, which is all too new to 
many a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ who rejoices in 
the Sunday School as his field of service. But our Lord 
wants it to be the experienced possession of His every fol- 
lower. 

Evangelism that is limited to the Good News that there is 
freedom from the penalty of our sins is only a half-way 
evangelism. It is a crippled, halting evangelism. If we would 
tell “that sweet story of old,” let us tell the whole story. 

And the whole story is that our Lord Jesus Christ came, 
not only to pay the penalty of our sins, but to break the power 
of our sin. He laid aside His glory and came from heaven 
to earth, not only that men might be saved from dying the 
second death, but also that they might live without sinning in 
this present life. Here is Good News indeed; so good that to 
many it sounds too good to be true. But, praise God, it is 
true! When the Holy Spirit says to us, “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you: for ye are not under law, but under 
grace,” He means it. When Paul declared in the exultant joy 
of the Spirit, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
made me free from the law of sin,” he meant it. It was frue. 
And the same Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is making men free 
today from the law of sin, when they are ready to take Him 
at His word. When the beloved Apostle wrote, under the 
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direction of the Holy Spirit, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you that ye may not sin,” he meant just that. 
When our Lord Jesus Himself said, first, “Every one that 
committeth sin is the bondservant of sin”; and then, instead of 
leaving us hopelessly there, went on to say: “If therefore the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed,” He was 
trying to tell us what His whole salvation is. 

The victorious life is not a life made sinless, but it is a life 
kept from sinning. It is not, as has well been said, that the 
sinner is made perfect here in this life, but that the sinner 
even in this life has a perfect Saviour. And that Saviour is 
more than equal, while we are still in this life, to overcoming 
all the power of our sin. 

The Keswick Convention in England has for forty years 
been blessedly used of God in spreading abroad the Good 
News of the Gospel of victory over sin. The life that is sur- 
rendered unconditionally to the mastery of Jesus Christ and 
that then believes anconditionally in the faithfulness of that 
Saviour Lord to make His promises true, begins to realize 
the meaning of the unspeakable riches of God’s grace. 

There are Sunday School teachers who are rejoicing today 
in the privilege of telling their classes the whole message of 
true evangelism. May God mightily increase the numbers of 
those who shall bear witness, by their victorious lives and by 
their eager glad message, to the whole evangelism of the 
Word: the saving and the keeping power of our wonderful 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Then, “If He shall be mani- 
fested, we may have boldness, and not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming.” 


CHAPTER IV 


FOREIGN MISSIONS OR WORLD-WIDE 
EVANGELISM 


BY ROBERT E. SPEER, 
SECRETARY BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. A., 
NEW YORK CITY 


Argument in behalf of foreign missions is generally either 
needless or useless. It is needless with believers; with unbe- 
lievers it is useless. And yet not wholly so; for often be- 
lievers and unbelievers alike have taken their opinions at 
second hand, and an honest first hand study of the facts and 
principles of the missionary enterprise leads the one group to 
believe with deeper conviction and a firmer hope, and shakes 
the scepticism and opposition of the others who have known 
neither the aims nor the motives which inspire the movement. 

Because foreign missions is a religious movement, how- 
ever, the fundamental argument for it is of necessity a re- 
ligious argument, and will be conclusive only in proportion 
as the religious convictions on which it rests are accepted. It 
rests first of all upon God. If men believe in God they must 
believe in foreign missions. It is in the very being and char- 
acter of God that the deepest ground of the missionary en- 
terprise is to be found. We cannot think of God except in 
terms which necessitate the missionary idea. 

He is one. There cannot, therefore, be such different 
tribal or racial gods as are avowed in the ethnic religions of 
the East, and assumed in the ethnic politics of the West. 
Whatever God exists for America exists for all the world, and 
none other exists. And that cannot be true of God in America 
which is not true of Him also in India. Men are not free to 
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hold contradictory conceptions of the same God. If there be 
any God at all for me, He must be every other man’s God, 
too. And God is true. To say that He is one is merely to say 
that He is. To say that He is true is to begin to describe Him, 
and to describe Him as alone He can be. And if He is true 
He cannot have taught men falsehood. He will have strug- 
gled with their ignorance in His education of mankind, but it 
cannot have been His will (or be His will now) that some men 
should have false ideas of Him or false attitudes toward Him. 
A true God must will to be truly known by all men. And 
God is holy and pure. Nothing unholy or impure can be of 
Him. Anything unholy or impure must be abhorrent to Him, 
if in religion the more abhorrent because the more misrepre- 
sentative of Him, the more revolting to His nature. If any- 
where in the world religion covers what is unclean or un- 
worthy, there the character of God is being assailed. And 
God is just and good. No race and no man can have slipped 
through the fatherly affection of a loving God. Any inequality 
or unfairness or indifference in an offered god would send 
us seeking for the real one whom we should know was not 
yet found. A god who was idols in China, fate in Arabia, 
fetiches in Africa, and man himself with all his sin in India, 
would be no god anywhere. If God is one man’s father, He 
is or would be every man’s father. We cannot think of God, 
I say it reverently, without thinking of Him as a missionary 
God. Unless we are prepared to accept a God whose char- 
acter carries with it the missionary obligation and idea, we 
must do without any real God at all. 

When men believe in God in Christ the argument for mis- 
sions becomes still more clear. It is by Christ that the char- 
acter of God is revealed to us. One of His most bold and 
penetrating words was His declaration, “The day will come 
when they shall slay you, thinking that they do service unto 
God, and these things will they do unto you because they have 
not known the Father or Me.” The best people of His day, 
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He declared, were ignorant of the true character of God. Only 
those truly knew it who discovered or recognized it in Him. 
“He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father. No man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me. No man knoweth the Son save 
the Father, and no man knoweth the Father save the Son and 
he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal Him.” These 
are not arbitrary statutes. They are simple statements of fact. 
The world’s knowledge of the character of God has depended 
and depends now on its knowledge of God in Christ. A good 
and worthy, an adequate and satisfying God, i. e., God in 
truth, is known only where men have been in contact with the 
message of the historic Christ. 

This simple fact involves a sufficient missionary responsi- 
bility. Men will only know a good and loving Father as their 
God, i. e., they will know God, only as they are brought into 
the knowledge of Christ, who is the only perfect revelation of 
God. For those who have this knowledge to withhold it from 
the whole world is to do two things: It is to condemn the 
world to godlessness, and it is to raise the suspicion that those 
who think they have the knowledge of God are in reality ig- 
norant of what Christ was and what He came to do. “It is the 
sincere and deep conviction of my soul,” said Phillips Brooks, 
“when I declare that if the Christian faith does not culminate 
and complete itself in the effort to make Christ known to all the 
world, that faith appears to me a thoroughly unreal and insig- 
nificant thing, destitute of power for the single life and in- 
capable of being convincingly proved to be true.” And I 
recall a remark of Principal Rainy’s to the effect that the 
measure of our sense of missionary duty was simply the 
measure of our personal valuation of Christ. If He is God to 
us, all in all to our minds and souls, we shall realize that He 
alone can be this to every man, and that He must be offered 
thus to every other man. The Unitarian view has never pro- 
duced a mission, save under an inherited momentum or the 
communicated stimulus of evangelicalism, and it has been in- 
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capable of sustaining such missions as it has produced. But 
when men really believe in God in Christ, and know Christ as 
God, they must, if they are loyal to themselves or to Him, 
share Him with all mankind. 

For, child of one race and one time though He was, and 
that race the most centripetal of all races, Christ thought and 
wrought in universals. He looked forward over all ages and 
outward over all nations. The bread which He would give 
was His flesh, which He would give for the life of the world. 
He was the light of the whole world. If He should be lifted 
up He would draw all men unto Himself. His disciples were 
to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. His 
sheep were not of a Jewish fold alone. It was not of a race 
but of a world that the Father had sent Him to be the 
Saviour. He did not regard Himself as one of many saviours 
and His revelation as one of many revealings. He was the 
only Saviour of men, and His was the only revelation of the 
Father God. “I have long ago ceased to regard the history of 
the Hebrew race as unique,” writes a well-known Christian 
leader of our day. “It was well for us in our early days that 
our studies were directed towards it, and we saw how the 
Hebrew people found God in every event in their history, but 
we believe that Assyria and Babylon, Nineveh and Rome, could 
have similar stories written of God’s dealings with them.” 
Now, whether the history of the Hebrew race is unique or 
not is not a matter of theory. It is a simple question of fact. 
If it was not unique, then where is its like? What other 
history produced a vocabulary for a revelation? What other 
history yielded God to humanity? What other ended in a 
Saviour? As a simple matter of fact, Christianity, which 
sprang out of this race and this history, is unlike all other re- 
ligions in its kind. As such, it never contemplated anything 
else than a universal claim. If it shrinks into a mere racial 
cult, it separates itself from its Founder and life, and utterly 
abandons its essential character. 
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Not only is the missionary duty inherent in the nature of 
Christianity and in the Christian conception of God, i. e., in 
the real character of God, but it is imbedded in the very pur- 
pose of the Christian Church. There were no missionary or- 
ganizations in the early Church. No effort was made to pro- 
mote a missionary propaganda, but the religion spread at once 
and everywhere. The genius of universal extension was in 
the Church. “We may take it as an assured fact,” says Har- 
nack, “that the mere existence and persistent activity of the 
individual Christian communities did more than anything else 
to bring about the extension of the Christian religion.” 

Bishop Montgomery in his little book on “Foreign Mis- 
sions” recalls Archbishop Benson’s definition of four ages of 
missions, “First, when the whole Church acted as one; next, 
when missions were due to great saints; thirdly, to the action 
of governments ; lastly, the age of missionary societies.” The 
Church at the outset was a missionary society. The new 
Christians were drawn together spontaneously by the uniting 
power of a common life, and they felt as spontaneously the 
outward pressure of a world mission. The triumphant prose- 
cution of that mission and the moral fruits of this new and 
uniting life were their apologetics. They did not sit down 
within the walls of a formalised and stiffened institution to 
compose reasoned arguments for Christianity. The new re- 
ligion would have rotted out from heresy and anaemia in two 
generations if they had done so. 

As an old writer of the Church of England has put it: “The 
way in which the Gospel would seem to be intended to be alike 
preserved and perpetuated on earth is not by its being jealously 
guarded by a chosen order and cautiously communicated to a 
precious few, but by being so widely scattered and so thickly 
sown that it shall be impossible, from the very extent of its 
spreading, merely to be rooted up. It was designed to be not 
as a perpetual fire in the temple, to be tended with jealous 
assiduity and to be fed only with special oil; but rather as a 
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shining and burning light, to be set up on every hill, which 
should blaze the broader and the brighter in the breeze, and 
go on so spreading over the surrounding territory as that noth- 
ing of this world should ever be able to extinguish or to con- 
ceal it.” The sound doctrine of the Church was safeguarded 
by the wholesome hygienic reflex action of service and work 
and conquest. And its light and life convinced men, because 
men saw them conquering souls. The Church was estab- 
lished to spread Christianity, and to conserve it in the only 
way in whick living things can ever be conserved, by living 
action. When in any age or in any land the Church has for- 
gotten this, she has paid for her disobedience. So long as 
there are any unreached men in the world or any unreached 
life, the business of the Church is her missionary duty. 

The fourth deep ground of missionary duty is the need of 
humanity. The world needs Christ today as much and as 
truly as it needed Him nineteen centuries ago. If Judaism 
and the Roman Empire needed what Christ brought then, Hin- 
duism and Asia need it now. If they do not need Him now, no 
more was He needed then. If they can get along without Him 
just as well, the whole world can dispense with Him. If there 
is no missionary duty, the ground falls from under the ne- 
cessity, and therefore from under the reality of the incarna- 
tion. But that world into which He came did need Christ. 
Men were dead without Him. It was He who gave them life, 
who cleansed their defilement, who taught them purity and 
service and equality and faith and gave them hope and fel- 
lowship. He alone can do this now. The non-Christian world 
needs now what Christ and Christ alone can do for it. 

It needs the physical wholeness, the fitting of life to its 
conditions, which, as a matter of fact, men get just in pro- 
portion as they get Christ. We do not need to go for proof of 
such needs to any overcolored, distorted accounts of those 
who see only the good of Christendom and only the evil of 
heathenism—heathenism is a good word, and it describes 
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facts. Sir John Hewett’s account, as Lieutenant-Governor, of 
the conditions of sanitation in the United Provinces of India, 
will suffice: “Speaking generally, the death rates recorded in 
the Provinces in recent years, both in urban and rural tracts, 
are nearly three times as high as in England and Wales. It 
is estimated that in India nearly one out of every ten of the 
population is constantly sick, and a person who has escaped 
the diseases and dangers of childhood and youth, and entered 
into manhood or womanhood, has an expectation that his or 
her life will extend to only 68 per cent of the time that a 
person similarly situated may be expected to live in England. 
RRQMEES Infantile mortality is nearly twice as great as it is 


inetinglands 2. 2): It is lamentable that one out of every 
four children born should die before he or she has completed 
avyearhOunite: wi is The average number of persons per 


house (which frequently consists of two rooms, or even of 
only one) is 5.3 in important cities, and 5.5 in the rest of the 
country. It is estimated that the average superficial area per 
head of the population is something like 10 square feet, and 
the breathing space 150 cubic feet—just half what is required 
in common lodging-houses in England.” Conditions in Chris- 
tian lands are not what they should be, but they are infinitely 
superior to the conditions in other lands, and in proportion as 
they are Christian, famine and disease and want are overcome. 
Are these blessings to be ours alone? 

The world needs the social message and redemption of 
Christianity. Paul tells us that it met and conquered the in- 
equalities of his time, the chasm between citizen and foreigner, 
master and slave, man and woman. These are the chasms of 
the non-Christian world still. It has no ideal of human broth- 
erhood save as it has heard of it through Christianity. Not 
one of the non-Christian religions or civilizations has given 
either women or children, especially girl children, their rights. 
There is human affection. The statement of a recent writer 
regarding China, that “children are spawned and not born,” is 
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surely most untrue save on the basest levels of life. But 
the proverb of the Arab women of Kesrawan too truly sug- 
gests the Asiatic point of view: “The threshold weeps forty 
days when a girl is born.” And between man and man the 
world knows no deep basis of common humanity, or if it 
knows, it has no adequate sanction and resources for its reali- 
zation. Its brotherhood is within the faith or within the caste, 
not as inclusive as humanity. It wants what all the world 
wanted until it found it through Christ. “In his little churches, 
where each person bore his neighbor’s burden, Paul’s spirit,” 
says Harnack, “already saw the dawning of a new humanity, 
and in the Epistle to the Ephesians he has voiced this feeling 
with a thrill of exaltation. Far in the background of these 
churches, like some unsubstantial semblance, lay the division 
between Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, great and 
small, rich and poor. For a new humanity had now appeared, 
and the Apostle viewed it as Christ’s body, in which every 
member served the rest, and each was indispensable in his own 
place.” The great social idea of Christianity is still only par- 
tially realized by us. But we do not have it at all unless we 
have.it for humanity, and it can be made to prevail anywhere 
only by being made to prevail everywhere. 

The world needs, moreover, the moral ideal and the moral 
power of Christianity. The Christian conceptions of truth and 
purity and love and holiness and service are original. Every 
ideal except the Christian ideal is defective. Three other sets 
of ideals are offered to men. The only other theistic ideals are 
the Mohammedan and the Jewish. The Mohammedan ideal 
expressly sanctions polygamy, and the authority of its founder 
is cited in justification of falsehood. The Jewish ideal is 
wholly enclosed in and transcended by the Christian. Bud- 
dhism and Shintoism and Confucianism offer men atheistic 
ideals, i. e., ideals which abandon the conception of the abso- 
lute and cannot rise above their source in man who made them. 
Hinduism, with its pantheism, is incapable of the moral dis- 
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tinctions which alone can produce moral ideals, and as a mat- 

. ter of fact owes its worthy moral conceptions today exclusively 
to the influence of Christianity. But it is not ideal alone—it 
is power for their realization that the world requires. That 
power can be found only in life, in the life of God communi- 
cated to men. Who offers this or pretends to offer it but 
Christ? How can it be offered by religions which have no 
God, or whose God has no character? 

For this is the great need of the world. It needs the knowl- 
edge and the life of the good and fatherly God. Its own re- 
ligions have given it neither of these, and its own religions 
are disintegrating. Christianity has detached small companies 
of people from them, but the influence of Christianity has 
penetrated them to the marrow. Let alone, it would war 
against their vicious elements and preserve all in man that is 
capable of redemption. But it will not be let alone. Other in- 
fluences are at work upon the religious conceptions of the 
non-Christian world, and under those influences the concep- 
tions and the institutions of the non-Christian religions are 
doomed. Never did men face a more solemn responsibility 
than confronts us now. “The ancient beliefs and customs of 
the non-Christian peoples,” said Lord Bryce while in America, 
“are destined soon to pass away, and it becomes a matter of 
supreme importance to see that new and better moral and re- 
ligious principles are given to them promptly to replace what 
is disappearing; and to endeavor to find methods for prevent- 
ing the faults or vices of adventurers and others who are try- 
ing to exploit the uncivilized races from becoming a fatal 
hindrance to the spread of Christianity.” Christian peoples 
are standing face to face with judgment here, 

Throughout the non-Christian world there are multitudes 
who are conscious of their need. They may not regard Chris- 
tianity as the answer to their need. It is not surprising if they 
do not. In what way has Christendom not misrepresented 
Christianity to them? But they know their need. “You speak 
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as if our country is already a dead thing,” says one of the 
characters in Uchimura’s dialogue on “The Future of Japan.” 
“Yes,” is the reply, “immoral nation is already dead. With all 
its shows of stability, a nation without a high ideal is a dead 
corpse. Japan under the Satsuma Choshu Government is a 
dead nation.” “You speak very determinedly.” “Yes,” re- 
plies Uchimura, “I have to; I cannot bear to see my nation 
die.’ And there are many who do not wish to see their 
nations die in Asia, who turn to Christ. “All over India,” 
wrote Dr. Cuthbert Hall to the missionaries there when he left 
India, with India’s need upon his heart and its poison in his 
blood, “all over India are men unprepared to identify them- 
selves with any Christian denomination, to whom the popular 
forms of the ancient faith havé become inadequate, if not dis- 
tasteful, and for whom the name of Jesus Christ and the 
distinctive truths connected with that name for the redemption 
of individuals and the reconstruction of the social order, are 
taking on new attractiveness and value.” The fact that the 
world is awaking to its need, whether it understands Christ 
or not, adds a pathos to its mute appeal to those who have in 
custody the Gospel of God in His Son. 

For it is only that Gospel that can meet the world’s need. 
Commerce and government, philanthropy and education, deal 
with it superficially, and in the hands of shallow or evil men 
only accentuate it. A force is needed which will cut down to 
the roots, which deals with life in the name and by the power 
of God, which marches straight upon the soul and reconstructs 
character, which saves men one by one. Here we are flat 
upon the issue, and not to evade or confuse it, I will put it 
’ unmistakably. It is our duty to carry Christianity to the world 
because the world needs to be saved, and Christ alone can 
save it. The world needs to be saved from want and disease 
and injustice and inequality and impurity and lust and hope- 
lessness and fear, because individual men need to be saved 
from sin and death, and only Christ can save them. His is 
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the only power which will forgive and regenerate, which will 
_reach down deep enough to transform, and will hold till trans- 
“formation is fixed. 

. And Christianity does this by striking down to the indi- 

‘ual and saving him. It saves him by the power of God in 
‘— cist, working in and upon him. The missionary duty is 

“this duty. “I hold education,” says Uchimura, “as essentially 
personal and individualistic.” And he uses the term education 
in its broad sense. There is more to education than this. 
Society is something more than the sum-total of individuals, 
but it begins and ends with individuals, and the need of the 
world is primarily the need of its individuals, and the salva- 
tion of the world in Christ’s way can only be the salvation of 
its soul through the salvation of its souls. 

A few years ago we heard a great deal about the need of 
educating and civilizing the world before we try to change its 
religion. Dr. George Hamilton advanced this argument in the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1796: “To 
spread abroad the knowledge of the Gospel among barbarous 
and heathen nations seems to me to be highly preposterous 
in as far as it anticipates, nay, as it even reverses the order of 
nature. Men must be polished and refined in their manners 
before they can be properly enlightened in religious truths. 
Philosophy and learning must, in the nature of things, take 
the precedence. Indeed, it should seem hardly less absurd to 
make revelation precede civilization in the order of time, than 
to pretend to unfold to a child the ‘Principia’ of N ewton, ere 
he is made at all acquainted with the letters of the alphabet. 
These ideas seem to me alike founded in error ; and, therefore, 
I must consider them both as equally romantic and visionary.” 
We do not hear so much of this view now. Civilization has 
shown what a vain and empty thing it is, and we know that 
the sin and passion in human hearts, which it cannot destroy, 
are as real and dreadful in America and in all the neutral 
nations as they are in the nations at war. God is man’s one 


Foreign Missions or World-Wide Evangelism 75 


need. Man cannot save himself or make anything out of him- 
self. He needs what God and God alone can do for him. If 
that is true of Europe and America it is true of all the rest of 
the world. Jesus Christ is the one Saviour of men and each 
man in the world needing that Saviour has a right to look to. 
those who know of Him to tell of Him to all mankind. 

Even as a purely religious movement, however, there are 
some who object to foreign missions on the ground that there 
are other religions in the world which are true for their fol- 
lowers and-which meet their needs as truly as Christianity 
meets ours. They say that a fair comparison of Christianity 
with other religions destroys the claim of Christianity and 
makes foreign missions unnecessary. Is this true? What 
are. the conclusions which such a comparison presents? 

1. In the first place it is a significant fact that Christianity 
is the only religion which is trying to make good its claim to 
universalism. None of the non-Christian religions is making 
any real effort to do so. Mohammedanism is spreading in Africa 
and India, but it makes no effort of any significance to convert 
America or Europe or Japan. The bounds of Confucianism 
are contracting. Shintoism has withdrawn from the lists as 
a religion, and claims now only the place of a court ceremonial 
and a burial rite. Zoroastrianism, one of the worthiest of the 
ancient religions, has almost vanished in the land of its origin, 
and numbers comparatively few adherents in India. Hinduism 
is geographically limited, save as a philosophy, by its principle 
of caste, and Buddhism is rejected in Japan by the very men 
who might succeed in propagating it elsewhere. But Chris- 
tianity is moving out over all the earth with steadily increasing 
power, with ever multiplying agencies, with ever enlarged de- 
votion, and with open and undiscourageable purpose to prepare 
for Christ’s kingship over the world. And not less significant 
than the fact of Christianity’s missionary purpose, is the 
method of it. With no trust in secular support, in spite of all 
slanders which charge otherwise, with purely moral agencies 
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and with fair comparison of its treasures with anything that 
the world can offer, Christianity goes fearlessly forth to deal 
with all the life and thought of man and to solve his problems 
and meet his needs in the name and strength of God. 

2. At the root of all things is the idea of God. Here all 
religions meet to be judged. “The truth and the good inherent 
in all forms of religion is that, in all, man seeks after God. 
The finality of Christianity lies in the fact that it reveals the 
God for whom man seeks.” (Jevons, “Introduction to the 
Study of Comparative Religion,” p. 258.) The best that can 
be said of any non-Christian religion is that it is seeking for 
that which Christianity possesses—the true and perfect God. 
“The conception of God with which Christianity addresses 
the world, is the best that man can form or entertain.” 

If it is asked, “What is that excellence in Christianity by 
virtue of which it is entitled to be a missionary religion and 
deserves to be received by all men?”—the answer is: 

“Christianity is entitled to be a missionary religion and to 
displace all other religions, because of its God. 

“There are many glories in the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and it can do many services for men; but its crowning glory, 
or rather the sum of all its glory, is its God. Christianity has 
such a conception of God as no other religion has attained; 
and, what is more, it proclaims and brings to pass such an 
experience of God as humanity has never elsewhere known. 
It is in this that we find that superiority which entitles Chris- 
tianity to offer itself to all mankind, 

“It is necessary to tell in few words what this God is who 
is the glory of Christianity and the ground of its boldness in 
missionary advances—this God so infinitely excellent that all 
men may well afford to forget all their own religions, if they 
may but know Him. The God of Christianity is one, the sole 
source, Lord and end of all. He is holy, having in Himself the 
character that is the worthy standard for all beings. He is 
love, reaching out to save the world from sin and fill it with 
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His own goodness. He is wise, knowing how to accomplish 
His heart’s desire. He is Father in heart, looking upon His 
creatures as His own, and seeking their welfare. All this 
truth concerning Himself, He has made known in Jesus Christ 
the Saviour of the world, in whom His redemptive will has 
found expression, and His saving love has come forth to man- 
kind.” 

Set over against this conception of God the views which 
we have seen that the non-Christian religions take of Him, 
and it does not need to be shown that the religion of the 
Christian God has supreme rights among men. 

“A religion that can proclaim such a God, and prociaim 
Him on the ground of experience, is adapted to all men, and 
is worthy of all acceptation. Since Christianity is the re- 
ligion of such a God, Christianity deserves possession of the 
world. It has the right to offer itself boldly to all men, and 
to displace all other religions, for no other religion offers what 
it brings. It is the best that the world contains. Because of 
its doctrine and experience of the perfect God, it is the best 
that the world can contain. Its contents can be unfolded and 
better known, but they cannot be essentially improved upon. 
At heart, Christianity is simply the revelation of the perfect 
God, doing the work of perfect love and holiness for His crea- 
tures, and transforming them into His own likeness so that 
they will do the works of love and holiness towards their fel- 
lows. Than this nothing can be better. Therefore, Chris- 
tianity has full right to be a missionary religion, and Christians 
are called to be a missionary people.” 

3. From its unique and adequate conception of God, it fol- 
lows that Christianity has a message to the world which is full 
of notes which the non-Christian religions do not and cannot 
possess. Even ideas which some of these religions share with 
Christianity, such as “belief in an after life, in the difference 
between right and wrong, and that the latter deserves punish- 
ment; in the need of an atonement for sin; in the efficacy of 
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prayer; in the universal presence of spiritual powers of some 
kind ;” belief in the sovereignty of God, in the immanence of 
God, in the transitoriness and vanity of this earthly life on 
one hand, and in the infinite significance of this life and the 
sacredness of the human order on the other,—have a relation- 
ship and a significance in Christianity, with its perfect God, 
which makes them totally different from the conceptions of 
other religions. And beside these, Christianity has a whole 
world of conceptions of its own—the fatherhood of God, the 
brotherhood of man, redemption, the incarnation of a personal 
God, atonement, character, service, fellowship. 

4. In its conception of sin, in its provision for sin’s for- 
giveness and defeat, and in its ideals of salvation and the free 
offer of its salvation to every man, Christianity is unique and 
satisfying. Christianity sees sin as the supreme evil in the 
world, it regards it as a want of conformity to the perfect will 
of God, or as transgression of His perfect law; it teaches that 
sin is not a matter of act only, but also of thought and desire 
and will—a taint in the nature; it insists that God is not re- 
sponsible for it or for any evil; it emphasizes the guilt and 
horror of it, and the deadly consequences both for time and for ° 
eternity, and it opens to man a way of full forgiveness and 
clean victory. In contrast with this view, Mohammedanism 
teaches that sin is only the wilful violation of God’s law; sins 
of ignorance it does not recognize; its doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty fixes the responsibility for sin on God and dis- 
solves the sense of guilt, and it denies the evil taint of sin in 
human nature. In Hinduism sin as opposition to the will of 
a personal God is inconceivable; it is the inevitable result of 
the acts of a previous state of being; it is evil, because all ex- 
istence and all action, good as well as bad, are evil, and it is 
illusion, as all things are illusion. In pure Buddhism there 
can be no sin in our sense of the word, because there is no 
God; sin there means “thirst,” “desire,” and what Buddhism 
seeks to escape is not the evil of life only, but life itself ; and 
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its conception of the sins that impede, while including much 
that is immoral, does not include all, and does not include 
much on the other hand that has no immoral character at all. 
Confucianism makes no mention of man’s relation to God, and 
totally lacks all conception of sin. In one word, Christianity 
is the only religon in the world which clearly diagnoses the 
disease of humanity and discovers what it is that needs to be 
healed and that attempts permanently and radically to deal 
with it. 

And so, also, Christianity alone knows what the salvation 
is which men require, and makes provision for it. In Chris- 
tianity salvation is salvation from the power and the presence 
of sin, as well as from its guilt and shame. Its end is holy 
character and loving service. It is available for men here and 
now. In the Mohammedan conception salvation consists in 
deliverance from punishment, and deliverance not by redemp- 
tion and the sacrifice of love, but by God’s absolute sovereignty. 
The Hindu idea of salvation is to escape from the sufferings 
incident to life, to be liberated from personal, conscious exist- 
ence, and this liberation is to be won by the way of knowledge, 
knowledge being the recognition of the soul’s essential identity 
with Brahma, the impersonal God, or by the way of devotion, 
devotion being not faith in a God who works for the soul, but 
the maintenance by the soul of a saving attitude of mind 
toward the deity chosen to be worshiped. This is actual Hin- 
duism, not the nobler doctrine of the Vedas. In Buddhism 
salvation is the extinction of existence. Indeed, there is no 
soul recognized by pure Buddhism. There is only the Karma, 
or character, which survives, and every man must work out 
~his own Karma unaided. “By one’s self,” it is written in the 
Dhammapada, “the evil is done; by one’s self one suffers; 
by one’s self evil is left undone; by one’s self cone is purified. 
Lo, no man can purify another.” The best Northern Bud- 
dhism draws nearest to Christianity in its conception of a 
salvation by faith in Amitaba Buddha, but even here the salva- 
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tion is release from the necessity of continued rebirths, not a 
creation of new character for human service in Divine loyalty. 
Confucianism has no doctrine of salvation. The Chinese soul 
has had to turn, in the attempt to satisfy its needs, to other 
teachers. In its ideal and offer of salvation Christianity stands 
alone. (Kellogg, “Comparative Religion,’ chapters IV, V.) 

5. Christianity is the only religion which is at once his- 
torical, progressive and spiritually free. Therefore, it is the 
only religion which can claim universal dominion. Each re- 
ligion of the world has filled a place in history, but Moham- 
medanism is the only one whose historical facts are essential 
to it, and, as Bishop Westcott says: 

“Christianity is historical not simply in the sense in which, 
for example, Mohammedanism is historical, because the facts 
connected with the origin and growth of this religion, with the 
personality and life of the Founder, with the experience and 
growth of His doctrine, can be traced in documents which are 
adequate to assure belief; but in a far different sense also. It 
is historical in its antecedents, in its realization, in itself; it is 
historical as crowning a long period of religious training 
which was accomplished under the influence of Divine facts; 
it is historical as brought out in all its fulness from age to 
age in an outward society by the action of the Spirit of God; 
but above all, and most characteristically, it is historical be- 
cause the revelation which it brings is of life and in life. The 
history of Christ is the Gospel in its light and in its power. 
His teaching is Himself, and nothing apart from Himself; 
what He is and what He does.. The earliest creed—the creed 
of baptism—is the affirmation of facts which include all doc- 
trine. 

“Dogmatic systems may change, and have changed so far 
as they reflect transitory phases of speculative thought, but 
the primitive Gospel is unchangeable as it is inexhaustible. 
There can be no addition to it. It contains in itself all that 
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will be slowly wrought out in thought and deed until the con- 
summation. | 

“In this sense, Christianity is the only historical religion. 
The message which it proclaims is wholly unique. Christ said, 
I am—not I declare, or I lay open, or I point to, but I am—the 
way, the truth and the life.” 

6. The ethical uniqueness of Christianity entitles it to 
absorb and displace all other religions. It alone makes the 
moral character of God the central and transcendent thing. 
Judged by its God, no other gods are really good. It alone 
presents a perfect ethical ideal for the individual and it alone 
possesses a social ethic adequate for a true national life and 
for a world society. It is pre-eminently the ethical religion. 
All its values are moral values. All the best life of Christian 
lands is an effort to embody the Christian ethics in life, and 
those ethics shelter absolutely none of the evil of Christian 
lands. “There is hardly a more trustworthy sign and a safer 
criterion of the civilization of a people,’ says the anthro- 
pologist Waitz, “than the degree in which the demands of a 
pure morality are supported by their religion and are inter- 
woven with their religious life.” And this is the true test of 
religions also. Do they supply men with perfect moral ideals? 
Do they condemn evil and refuse to allow evil to shelter itself 
under religious sanction? On one or both of these issues every 
non-Christian religion breaks down. There is much worthy 
moral teaching in each of the non-Christian religions, but the 
Koran enjoined the enslavement of the women and children 
of unbelievers conquered in battle, and authorized unlimited 
concubinage, and its sanction of polygamy cannot be defended 
as in the interest of morality. “Polygamy,” said Dr. Henry 
H. Jessup, “has not diminished licentiousness among Moham- 
medans.” Even in the Vedas there are passages which are 
morally debarred from publication. “I dare not give and you 
dare not print,” wrote the Rev. S. Williams, “the ipsissima 
verba of an English version of the original Yajar Veda Man- 
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tras.” (“Indian Evangelical Review,” January, 1891.) In 
the Bhagavata Purana the character of the god Krishna is dis- 
tinguished by licentiousness. And worst of all in the Hindu ~ 
ethics, even in the Bhagavadgita, it is taught that actions in © 
themselves do not defile one, if only they are performed in — 
the state of mind enjoined in the poem. While Buddha and 
Confucianist ethics are deficient in active benevolence and 
human service. “Be ye perfect, as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect,” is a conception peculiar to Christianity. 

7. Christianity is the final and absolute religion, because 
it contains all the good and truth that can be found in any 
other religion, and presents it to men in its Divine fulness, 
while other religions have none but partial good; because it is 
free from the evils which are found in all other religions, and 
because it alone can satisfy all the needs of the human heart 
and of the human race. It is the one true religion. We are 
glad to find any outreach after truth in other religions which 
shows that the hearts of those who hold them are made for 
that truth and capable of receiving it in its perfect form in — 
Christianity. Christianity is final, because there is no good — 
beyond it and no evil in it, and because it cleanses and crowns 
all the life and thought of man. It is the end of all men’s — 
quest. “I maintain,’ says Tiele, “that the appearance of 
Christianity inaugurated an entirely new epoch in the develop- | 
ment of religion; that all the streams of the religious life of 
man, once separate, unite in it; and that feligious development 
will henceforth consist in an ever higher realization of the 
principles of that religion.” And Christianity is absolute as — 
well as final; that is, it fills the field. There can be nothing 
higher or better. There can be nothing else in the same class. 
As Bishop Westcott said: 

“A perfect religion—a religion which offers a complete sat- 
isfaction to the religious wants of man—must be able to meet 
the religious wants of the individual, the society, the race, in 
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complete course of their development and in the manifold 
intensity of each separate human faculty. 

“This being so, I contend that the faith in Christ, born, 
crucified, risen, ascended forms the basis of this perfect re- 
ligion; that it is able, in virtue of its essential character, to 
bring peace in view of the problems of life under every 
variety of circumstance and character—to illuminate, to de- 
velop, and to inspire every human faculty. My contention 
rests upon the recognition of two marks by which Christianity 
is distinguished from every other religion. It is absolute and 
it is historical. 

“On the one side, Christianity is not confined by any limits 
of place, or time, or faculty, or object. It reaches to the whole 
sum of being and to the whole of each separate existence. On 
the other side, it offers its revelation in facts which are an 
actual part of human experience, so that the peculiar teaching 
which it brings as to the nature and relations of God and man 
and the world is simply the interpretation of events in the life 
of men and in the life of One who was truly Man. It is not 
a theory, a splendid guess, but a proclamation of facts. 

“These, I repeat, are its original, its unalterable claims. 
Christianity is absolute. It claims, as it was set forth by the 
apostles, though the grandeur of the claim was soon obscured, 
to reach all men, all time, all creation; it claims to effect the 
perfection no less than the redemption of finite being; it 
claims to bring a perfect unity of humanity without destroy- 
ing the personality of any one man; it claims to deal with all 
that is external as well as with all that is internal, with matter 

‘as well as with spirit, with the physical universe as weil as 
with the moral universe; it claims to realize a re-creation co- 
extensive with creation; it claims to present Him who was 
the Maker of the world, as the Heir of all things; it claims to 
complete the cycle of existence, and show how all things come 
from God and go to God.” 
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As absolute, it must displace all that is partial or false. It 
must conquer the world. The people who have it must be a 
missionary people. 

This is the solemn duty with which we are charged by 
our personal experience of the treasure that is in Christ, and 
this is the solemn duty with which any true comparison of 
Christianity with the world religions confronts us. Alike 
from the look within and from the look without we arise with 
a clear understanding of the missionary character of the re- 
ligion that bears the name of Christ. The attitude of that re- 
ligion is “not one of compromise, but one of conflict and of | 
conquest. It proposes to displace the other religions. The 
claim of Jeremiah is the claim of Christianity: ‘The gods 
that have not made the heavens and the earth, they shall perish 
from the earth and from under the heavens.’ The survival 
of the Creator, joyfully foreseen, is the ground of its confi- 
dence and its endeavor. Christianity thus undertakes a long 
and laborious campaign, in which it must experience various 
fortunes and learn patience from trials and delays; but the 
true state of the case must not be forgotten, namely, that 
Christianity sets out for victory. The intention to conquer is 
characteristic of the Gospel. This was the aim of its youth 
when it went forth among the religions that then surrounded 
it, and with this aim it must enter any field in which old re- 
ligions are encumbering the religious nature of man. It can- 
not conquer except in love, but in love it intends to conquer. 
It means to fill the world.” It must do so in order that the 
nations may have their Desire and the world its Light. 


CHAPTER V 


WHAT MISSIONARY MOTIVES SHOULD PREVAIL? 
“The love of Christ constraineth us” (1 Corinthians 5:14) 


BY REV. HENRY W. FROST, 
DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AMERICA OF THE CHINA INLAND MISSION, 
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


VARIOUS KINDS OF MOTIVES 


When we contemplate the motives which largely prevail 
in these days in respect to missionary service, we meet with a 
surprise. Instead of discovering, as we should anticipate in 
such a relationship, that these are always upon the high plane 
of the divine and heavenly, we find often that they are upon 
the low plane of the human and earthly. And it is to be 
noted that this condition, as compared with the past, marks a 
change in the kind of motive which is being presented to men 
in order to induce them to give themselves to missionary ser- 
vice. There was a time—within the memory of many—when 
the motives proclaimed were markedly scriptural and spir- 
itual. But more recently there has been in many quarters a 
positive decline in this respect, the scriptural and spiritual giv- 
ing place either to the selfish or to the simply humanitarian. 
And this has resulted in a development of weakness, both in 
the appeal and in its results. It is certainly true, as men say, 
that non-Christian nations are in a pitiable state, govern- 
mentally, educationally, commercially, socially and physically ; 
~ and it is equally true that nothing but Christianity will alter 
the conditions which are existing. But such conditions do not 
constitute the appeal which God makes to His people when 
He urges them to Christianize the nations. The conditions 
above named are all “under the sun,” and they have to do 
with the present temporal life. Besides, though a total trans- 

85 


86 The Fundamentals 


formation might be secured in these respects, the peoples so 
affected—as the present condition of Japan demonstrates— 
would have been brought no nearer to God than they were 
before. For, while it is always true that Christianity civilizes, 
it is never true that civilization Christianizes. 

It would appear from the above, if souls are to be reached, 
if men are to be made inwardly right, if the things which make 
for eternal security and blessedness are to be obtained, that 
divine motives, leading to divine methods and results, must 
prevail. This is the reason why God sets such high motives 
before the Church. He would have Christians look high in 
order that they may live high; and He would have them live 
high in order that they may lift others equally high. It is 
supremely important, therefore, to discover from the Scrip- 
tures what the divinely given motives are. Our starting text 
indicates that Paul felt that these could be expressed in one 
phrase: “The love of Christ’”—that is, Christ’s love for us— 
“constraineth us.” But other portions of the Word indicate 
that the Spirit expands the thought so expressed, the one 
motive including several others. May we anticipate suffi- 
ciently to say that these motives appear to be three in num- 
ber. It is our purpose to consider these, one by one. 


A FIRST MOTIVE 


During the earlier portion of the ministry of Jesus on 
earth, that is, between His baptism and crucifixion, He spoke 
very little about missions; but during the later portion, that 
is, between His resurrection and ascension, He spoke of noth- 
ing else. This last is a striking and impressive fact, espe- 
cially as there were many other matters, in those last days, 
about which His disciples might have wished to have Him 
speak and with which He might have desired to occupy Him- 
self. It is evident then, during the forty days of His ascension, 
that one theme was uppermost in His mind and that one bur- 
den lay most heavily upon His heart. His redemptive work 
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having been accomplished, He longed to have His disciples pro- 
claim the glad tidings everywhere; and hence He spoke of this, 
and of this alone. 

Moreover, on the several occasions when He discoursed 
upon the theme of missions, He always spoke as a master 
would address his disciples, as a captain would address his 
soldiers, as a king would address his subjects. At other times 
and in other relationships, He suggested, He exhorted, He 
urged. But here, without exception and without equivocation, 
He commanded. Not once did He explain how He could de- 
mand what He was requiring; not once did He ask if there 
were any arguments to be expressed in answer to His pro- 
posals; in full knowledge of the terrible cost, without allow- 
ing any escape from the obligation imposed, He simply said, 
“Go 12? 

In face of such a burning passion and heavily imposed obli- 
gation, there is but one conclusion to reach; the Church of 
Jesus Christ has no choice as to whether she will or will not 
do the thing ordered. One who has purchased His people 
with His own blood, One who owns them in spirit, soul and 
body, One who is indeed Master, Captain and King has posi- 
tively commanded that His Gospel shall be preached through- 
out the world. Of course, the Church, if she chooses, may 
disobey, as—speaking generally—she is disobeying. But under 
the conditions prevailing, this on her part is high treason, and 
it is at her present loss and future peril, The thing which 
Christ has commanded, in all rightful consideration, is the 
thing which ought to be fully and immediately undertaken. 
This then, is the prime motive which God sets before Chris- 
tians, individually and collectively, namely, that He who has 
had a right to command has done so, and that the command, 
because of the Person, calls for unhesitating, uncompromising 
and continuous obedience, until the task ordered is fully and 
finally accomplished. 
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A SECOND MOTIVE 


There are five several passages in the Gospels which speak 
of Christ as having, or as being moved with, compassion. 
One is when Jesus saw two blind men and where He gave 
them sight; another is where He saw a leper and where He 
touched and healed him; another is where He saw a widow 
mourning the loss of her dead son and where He raised that 
son.to life; another is where He saw the hungry multitudes 
and where He fed them; and the last is where He saw multi- 
tudes uncared for and where He asked His disciples to offer 
prayer in their behalf. 

Now, all of these passages are interesting, as revealing the 
heart of Christ, He being the “God of compassion” whose 
“compassions fail not.” But the last passage is particularly in- 
teresting, as it gives to us a view of present world-conditions 
and of the thought of God concerning them. For what was 
true that day in Galilee is still true the world over; and what 
Christ was He still is. Let us, for a moment, consider the 
passage. 

Jesus had come to His own city of Nazareth, and later He 
had gone forth from thence throughout the neighboring dis- 
tricts. Both in the city and out of it, He had dispensed His 
largess of healing, from, apparently, early morning until late 
evening. As a result of His ministrations, He had gathered 
at last great crowds about Him, made up of men, women and 
children, and now these had no place to turn to for the night and 
had many physical and spiritual needs still unsupplied. That 
Jesus had Had compassion upon the people all through the day, 
His words and acts attest. But now, seeing the multitudes in 
such a pitiable condition, it is recorded—for this is the impli- 
cation—that He had peculiar compassion upon them. He 
saw that they were hungry and weary, just as sheep are at 
the close of the day when they are unfed and exhausted ; and 
He saw also that they were like a great harvest field, whose 
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past-ripe grain, for lack of hands to gather it into the garner, 
was rotting on the stalk. Then it was—these physical con- 
ditions suggesting the spiritual—that the great heart revealed 
its longing, and that there came forth the appealing, pathetic 
cry: “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will 
send forth laborers into His harvest.” 

We would not imply, for a moment, that there was not 
sufficient cause in the sight of the multitudes that day to thus 
mightily move the heart of the Son of God. At the same time, 
we can but think that not a little part of the emotion which 
Jesus experienced was occasioned by the fact that the multi- 
tudes before Him were a picture of those other, greater mul- 
titudes which went to make up a lost world, and also of those 
other and still greater multitudes which were yet unborn and 
which would go to make up the lost world which was yet to be. 
For Christ ever looked on things with a divinely prophetic 
eye; and there was everything in that present view to suggest 
the wider vision. And so the heart bled out its grief; and 
so the voice plaintively asked the help of man. And thus this 
same Christ is ever looking down from heaven’s throne, the 
same heart is ever feeling its weight of compassionate woe, 
and the same. voice is ever pleading with His disciples to see 
as He sees and to feel as He feels. This then is the second 
motive which God sets before Christians, namely, to enter into 
Christ’s compassion for the lost souls and lives of men, and 
thus to be moved as He was moved, and to be constrained to 
do as He did. 


A THIRD MOTIVE 


The Gospels, recording the earthly life of Jesus, are full 
of promises—mostly from the lips of the Master—concerning 
a coming which would be for the purpose of establishing a 
kingdom. The Epistles, representing the testimony of the 
risen and glorified Christ, continue this theme, and always 
give the same order, first the coming and then the kingdom. 
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And at the end of the New Testament, a whole book—Reve- 
lation—is taken up with the expansion of the now familiar 
thought and tells in detail how Christ will come, and what the 
kingdom will be. 

In addition to the above, Gospels, Epistles and Revelation 
speak of a work to be accomplished, which is preliminary to 
the coming and kingdom, and which, in the divine economy, 
makes the one and the other possible. As these passages are 
more than interesting, as they are vital to our subject, we 
make a selection from them, quoting them without comment: 
“The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them 
also I must bring; and they shall hear My voice; and there 
shall be one fold [flock] and one Shepherd.” “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach [disciple] all nations.” “Go ye into all the — 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” “Ye are 
witnesses of these things.” “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” “Delivering thee from the 
people [the Jews], and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I 
send thee; to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins.” “That by me the preaching 
might be fully known and that all the Gentiles might hear.” 
“Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in.” “And this Gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” “A great multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
peoples, and tongues.” 

Impressive as these passages of Scripture are, and clear 
as their teaching is to the effect that missionary service is re- 
lated to all the world and is for the purpose of gathering to 
God an innumerable number of people in preparation for the 
King and the kingdom, there is yet another passage which is 
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even more impressive and clear as related to the same particu- 
lars. As if to remove any possible misunderstanding in regard 
to the divine plan, the Spirit led to the declaration and preser- 
vation of words which tell us what God purposes to do in this 
present age in preparation for the age to come, and what part 
the Church is to play in the fulfilment of the purpose so an- 
nounced. We refer to Acts 15:13—18. There James, quoting 
Peter, is the spokesman, and the great Apostle confirms his 
utterance by stating it as a foundation truth that “known unto 
God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” He 
thus says: “Simeon hath declared how God at the first did 
visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name; 
and to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 
After this I will return and will build again the tabernacle 
of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the 
ruins thereof, and I will set it up; that the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom My 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.” 

Here then, is a divine utterance and program. And sim- 
ply speaking, it sets forth the following facts in the follow- 
ing order: first, a present work of grace in which God visits 
and gathers out, preeminently from the Gentiles, a people for 
His name; second, the return of Christ; third, the restoration 
and establishment of the Jewish theocratic kingdom with its 
attendant worship; and fourth, the salvation in the kingdom- 
age of the “residue” of the Jews, and of “all” the Gentiles 
upon whom God’s name shall be called. And this program, 
in its first article, makes it clear what share the Church has in 
its fulfilment. To put it in a single sentence, it is this: God 
' is visiting the nations, and Christians have the high privilege 
of visiting them with Him. He goes forth, in the persons of 
the missionaries, not to convert all the world—since not all 
men will accept of Him—but to gather out from it a willing 
people, heavenly in quality and innumerable in quantity, which 
shall be to the glory of His name throughout time and eternity. 
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And, manifestly, this preparatory work will bring to pass the 
event which is described as following it, that is, the coming of 
Christ. This then is the final and consummating motive which 
God sets before Christians, namely, to go forth everywhere, 
preaching the good tidings to every creature, in order that the 
Church may be made complete and that the King and the 
kingdom may come. 


THE EFFECT OF SCRIPTURAL MOTIVES 


It will need only passing consideration to discover that the 
three motives which have been mentioned, namely, the com- 
mand, the compassion and the coming of Christ, are like the 
God who gave them, and are thus worthy of being accepted 
by the noblest and most devoted of men. And there are two 
reasons why they are this. First, because they represent 
spiritual and eternal truths; and second, because they make 
for the highest glory of God and the greatest good of man- 
kind. As to the last effect, no other motives are so uplifting 
and purifying to the person who is moved by them, and no 
other motives are so sure of divine favor and blessing in their 
exercise. There is enough power in these motives, singly and 
collectively, to raise the missionary propaganda above every- 
thing earthly, selfish and narrow, and to place it, where it ever 
belongs, upon the plane of the heavenly, the spiritual and the 
infinite. Moreover there is enough potency here to turn the 
“forlorn hope” of present-day foreign missions, in which a 
Gideon’s band of men and women are bravely fighting on 
against overwhelming odds, into an ever victorious army of 
the Church, where the battle will not only be fought but ‘also 
be won, and where the end of saving the elect, and thus of 
bringing back the King and bringing in the kingdom, will 
be surely and speedily brought to pass. For what foes on 
earth, or what demons in hell, could stay the onward progress 
of a people which had determined, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to obey Christ’s command, to show forth His com- 
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passion, and to press forward with uplifted faces to the rapt- 
urous and victorious meeting with Him who one day will 
descend with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God? Such motives as these are not simply con- 
straining; they are invincible and triumphant. 


AN ILLUSTRATION 


Some years ago, while living in Toronto, I received a call 
from a Miss Kathleen Stayner, of that city. Miss Stayner 
had come to confer with me about the possibility of her serving 
in China. I saw at once that she had been born and bred a 
gentlewoman; and I learned afterwards that she had had an 
exceptionally good education both in Canada and in Europe; 
that she was an heiress; and, being an orphan, that she was 
free to come and go as she might choose. Also, I perceived, 
as our conversation advanced, that she was a young woman of 
great devotion, having turned her back upon all social allure- 
ments and having committed herself to an earnest and self- 
sacrificing service for Christ, including work for the Chinese 
in Toronto. The situation in respect to her going to China, 
therefore, was a most promising one, for there was nothing 
to hinder her proceeding to that land. But my growing con- 
fidence as we talked was suddenly arrested by Miss Stayner, 
for she unexpectedly declared that there was one difficulty in 
her way which was insurmountable. Asking what this was, I 
received this reply: 

“T have to confess that I do not love the Chinese.” And 
then she explained: “They are so ignorant and dirty!” 

This was a real obstacle, especially as she had been work- 
ing among the Chinese. But in spite of it I replied: 

“Do you know, Miss Stayner, I do not think the question 
whether or not you love the Chinese is the one to be consid- 
ered; it seems to me that the real question is whether or not 
you love the Lord.” 

At this, her eyes kindled and she exclaimed: “Oh, yes, 
I do love Him!” 
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“Then,” I said, “if you love Him, how can you do anything 
else but obey His command and go?” 

At this, she looked at me earnestly and said: “Do you 
think then that I may dare to go?” 

“Under the circumstances,” I replied, “I do not see how 
you may dare to stay.” 

A few days later Miss Stayner applied to the Mission; 
a few months later she was accepted for service; and shortly 
after her acceptance she went on her way to China. 

Miss Stayner, however, was not to have the easy time in 
China which many missionaries experience there. For a 
period all went well and happily. She was located at the in- 
viting station of Wenchow; she entered into the old, well 
developed and very promising work at that place; she made 
remarkable progress with the language; and she gained the 
confidence and love of the people. But one night, when she 
was staying with her Bible-woman at an out-station, she was 
suddenly aroused from her sleep by lights and voices, and 
thereupon discovered that robbers had forced their way into 
her room and were stealing what they could lay their hands 
upon. Miss Stayner protested, whereupon one of the robbers 
struck her with a bamboo pole. Later, she and the Bible- 
woman got out of a door at the back of the house, and, clad 
as they were and in the cold of the winter night, they fled 
over the hills to a clump of trees and bushes and hid them- 
selves from view. There they remained for a long time, chilled 
and horror-stricken, until the robbers had sacked their house 
and departed. After this they were found by some of the vil- 
lagers and brought back to their almost ruined home. Miss 
Stayner was seriously affected, physically, by this trying ex- 
perience, and it became necessary that she should visit Shang- 
hai for quiet and rest. Just at that time I visited that place, 
and I was thus able, one evening, to ask her about her work 
and to hear from her lips the account of her recent experiences. 


After the tale had been told, I said: 
“Miss Stayner, may I ask you a question?” 
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“Yes,” she replied, “what is it?” 

“Tt is this,” I answered; “do you love the Chinese?” 

I shall never forget the look of astonishment which she 
gave me. “Why,” she said, “what do you mean? Of course, I 
love the Chinese!” 

“T was just wondering,” I replied, “if, having gone through 
such an experience at their hands, you were sorry you had 
come to China, and if possibly you now almost hated the 
Chinese.” 

This remark perplexed her more than my first had done. 
But I then reminded her of our conversation in Toronto, which 
had quite passed from her mind. 

“Oh,” she finally answered, “I had forgotten that I ever 
said that; but that was before I knew the Chinese; I love them 
all now!” 

But Miss Stayner was not at an end of her appointed trials. 
For only a few years had passed when she became afflicted 
with a climatic disease, which is terrible in its process and 
effects. It soon became evident that she must leave the coun- 
try. This she did, coming home to Canada, and later going 
to a certain “Spa” in Germany. Happily she got better, and 
at last she was able to go back to her much loved work. But 
still later, her old trouble returned. She fought against it, and 
for a considerable time would not give up. But at last it was a 
question of life and death, and she reluctantly took her way 
back, first to Germany and then to England. Here, her 
strength gradually failed, and, finally, she finished her earthly 
course by falling asleep in Christ. It was my privilege to see 
our friend during this last visit. She was, in spite of her 
youth, a physical wreck, her hair being gray, her face being 
' thin, and her strength and vigor having departed. But she 
had not one word of regret to express at having gone to China 
and was full of grateful praise to God that such a privilege 
had been hers. And she confessed that the one thing which 
had led her on and which gave her ever ample compensation 
for all that she had suffered was the knowledge that she was 
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doing what she could to take the Gospel to the heathen and 
thus to hasten the return to earth of her beloved Lord. 


AN APPLICATION 


Miss Stayner’s life is more than an illustration; it is an 
interpretation. For it shows beyond misunderstanding what 
is the effect upon an open mind and heart of true scriptural 
motives. Here was a woman who had everything, naturally 
speaking, to keep her at home, but who deliberately chose to 
go abroad. Here was one who had faced the question of her 
responsibility toward the heathen, not emotionally, but calmly, 
and who finally had gone forth for no other reason than that 
her Master had commanded her to do so. Here was one who 
at first had little love for the heathen, but whose heart, in the 
path of obedience, became filled with compassion for them. 
And here, finally, was one who had remained steadfast and 
even praiseful through all her suffering and sorrow because 
she had learned to serve with her eyes fixed upon Him who is 
the Coming One. And thus the interpretation becomes an in- 
spiration. For Miss Stayner’s life and service are a con- 
straining call, to all who know and love the Lord, to do as she 
did, in being wholly obedient to God and in committing all to 
Him. And it is not too much to say that if Christians should 
follow her as she followed Christ it would not be long before 
there would be produced a veritable revolution in missionary 
methods and results. Then indeed we might hope to see foreign 
missions turned into an apostolic triumph, where the old figure 
of speech, “terrible as an army with banners,” would but feebly 
express what God would make His Church on earth to be. 
For it is manifest that our Father in heaven has large thoughts 
toward the heathen, and that He is ready to use His saints 
in their fulfilment whenever they will allow Him to do so. 
But it is to be remembered, that this last can only come to pass 
in the measure in which the followers of Christ are possessed 
and controlled by those motives which are truly and wholly 
divine. 


CHAPTER VI 


THE PLACE OF PRAYER IN EVANGELISM 


BY REV. R. A. TORREY, D. D., 
DEAN OF THE BIBLE INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES, 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


The most important human factor in effective evangelism is 
PRAYER. Every great awakening in the history of the 
Church from the time of the Apostles until today has been 
the result of prayer. There have been great awakenings with- 
out much preaching, and there have been great awakenings 
with absolutely no organization, but there has never been a 
true awakening without much prayer. 

The first great ingathering in human history had its origin, 
on the human side, in a ten days’ prayer meeting. We read of 
the small company of early disciples: “These all with one 
accord continued stedfastly in prayer’ (Acts 1:14). The 
result of that ten days’ prayer meeting is recorded in the 2nd 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles: “They were ail filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance” (2:4), and “there were 
added unto them in that day about 3,000 souls” (2:41). That 
awakening proved real and permanent; those who were gath- 
ered in on that greatest day in all Christian history, “continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers” (2:42). “And the Lord 
added to them day by day those that were being saved” (2:47). 

Every great awakening from that day to this has had its 
earthly origin in prayer. “The Great Awakening” in the 18th 
century, in which Jonathan Edwards was one of the central 
figures, began with his famous “Call to Prayer.” The work 
of David Brainerd among the North American Indians, one 
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of the most marvelous works in all history, had its origin in 
the days and nights that Brainerd spent before God in prayer 
for an enduement of power from on high for this work. In 
1830 there was a revival in Rochester, New York, in which 
Charles G. Finney was the outstanding human agent. This 
revival spread throughout that region of the state and 100,000 
persons were reported as having connected themselves with 
the churches as the result of this work. Mr. Finney himself 
attributed his success to the spirit of prayer which prevailed. 
He says in his autobiography : 

“When I was on my way to Rochester, as we passed 
through a village some thirty miles east of Rochester, a brother 
minister whom I knew, seeing me on the canal boat, jumped 
aboard to have a little conversation with me, intending to ride 
but a little way and return. He, however, became interested in 
conversation, and upon finding where I was going, he made 
up his mind to keep on and go with me to Rochester. We had 
been there but a few days when this minister became so con- 
victed that he could not help weeping aloud at one time as he 
passed along the street. The Lord gave him a powerful spirit 
of prayer, and his heart was broken. As he and I prayed 
together, I was struck with his faith in regard to what the 
Lord was going to do there. I recollect he would say, ‘Lord, 
I do not know how it is; but I seem to know that Thou art 
going to do a great work in this city.’ The spirit of prayer 
was poured out powerfully, so much so, that some persons 
stayed away from the public services to pray, being unable to 
restrain their feelings under preaching. 

“And here I must introduce the name of a man, whom I 
shall have occasion to mention frequently, Mr. Abel Clary. 
He was the son of a very excellent man and an elder of the 
church where I was converted. He was converted in the 
same revival in which I was. He had been licensed to preach; 
but his spirit of prayer was such—he was so burdened with 
the souls of men—that he was not able to preach much, his 
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whole time and strength being given to prayer. The burden 
of his soul would frequently be so great that he was unable 
to stand, and he would writhe and groan in agony. I was 
well acquainted with him, and knew something of the won- 
derful spirit of prayer that was upon him. He was a very 
silent man, as almost all are who have that powerful spirit of 
prayer. 

“The first I knew of his being in Rochester, a gentleman 
who lived about a mile west of the city called on me one day, 
and asked me if I knew a Mr. Abel Clary, a minister, and I 
told him that I knew him well. ‘Well,’ said he, ‘he is at my 
house, and has been there for some time, and I don’t know 
what to think of him.’ I said, ‘I have not seen him at any of 
our meetings.’ ‘No,’ he replied, ‘he cannot go to meetings, he 
says. He prays nearly all the time day and night, and in such 
an agony of mind that I do not know what to make of it. 
Sometimes he cannot even stand on his knees, but will lie 
prostrate on the floor, and groan and pray in a manner that 
quite astonishes me.’ I said to the brother, ‘I understand it; 
please keep still. It will come out all right; he will surely 
prevail.’ 

“T knew at the time a considerable number of men who 
were exercised in the same way. A Deacon P. of Cam- 
den, Oneida County; a Deacon T of Adams, in the same 
county; this Mr. Clary, and many others among the men, and 
a large number of women partook of the same spirit, and 
spent a great part of their time in prayer. Father Nash, as we 
called him, who in several of my fields of labor came to me 
and aided me, was another of those men that had such a 
- powerful spirit of prevailing prayer. This Mr. Clary con- 
tinued in Rochester as long as I did, and did not leave it until 
after I had left. He never, that I could learn, appeared in 
public, but gave himself wholly to prayer.” 

Perhaps the most remarkable awakening ever known in the 
United States was the great revival of 1857. As far as its 








100 The Fundamentals 


human origin can be traced it began in the prayers of a humble 
city missionary in New York named Landfear. He not only 
prayed himself but organized a noon meeting for prayer. At 
first the attendance was very small; at one meeting there were 
only three present, at another two, and at one meeting he 
alone was present. But he and his associates persisted in 
prayer until a fire was kindled that spread throughout the 
whole city, until prayer meetings were being held at every 
hour of the day and night, not only in churches but in theaters. 
When this had gone on for some time, Dr. Gardner Spring, 
one of the most eminent Presbyterian ministers in America, 
said to a company of ministers, “It is evident that a revival 
has broken out among us, and we must preach.” One of the 
ministers replied, “Well, if there is to be preaching, you must 
preach the first sermon,” and Dr. Gardner Spring consented 
to preach. But no more people came out to hear him preach 
than had come out for prayer. So the dependence was put 
upon prayer and not preaching; the fire spread to Philadelphia, 
and then all over the land until it is said that there was no 
part of the country where prayer meetings were not going on, 
and the whole nation was moved and there were conversions 
and accessions to the Church everywhere by the hundreds and 
thousands. This awakening in America was followed by a 
similar awakening, though in some respects even more re 
markable, in Ireland, Scotland and England, in 1859 and 1860. 
The most important human factors in the origin of the won- 
derful work seem to have been four young men who began to 
meet together in the old schoolhouse in the neighborhood of 
Kells in the north of Ireland. Here night after night they 
wrestled with God in prayer. About the spring of 1858 a 
work of power began to manifest itself. It spread from town 
to town and from county to county; congregations became too 
large for any building, meetings were held in the open air, 
oftentimes attended by many thousands of people. Hundreds 
of persons were frequently convicted of sin in a single meet- 
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ing; men were smitten down with conviction of sin while 
working in the field. In some places the criminal courts and 
jails were closed because there were no cases to try and no 
criminals to be incarcerated. The fruits of that wonderful 
work abide to this day. Many of the leading persons even in 
the churches of America were converted at that time in the 
north of Ireland. While men like Dr. Grattan Guinness and 
Brownlow North were greatly used at that time, the revival 
spread not so much through preachers as through prayer. The 
wonderful work of Mr. Moody in England, Scotland and Ire- 
land in 1873, and the years that followed, beyond a question 
had its origin on the manward side in prayer. His going to 
England at all was in answer to the importunate prayers of a 
bedridden saint. The first demonstration of God’s power 
through his preaching was in a church in the north of London 
a year befcre he went to England for this work. In this 
meeting 500 people definitely accepted Christ in a single night. 
This was the direct and immediate outcome ef the prayers of 
this same bedridden saint. While the spirit of prayer con- 
tinued, Mr. Moody went on with power, but as is always the 
case, in the course of time less and less was made of prayer 
and his work fell off perceptibly in power. 

The great Welsh revival in 1904 and 1905 was unques- 
tionably the outcome of prayer. A year before the writer 
began his work in Cardiff, it was announced that he was going 
to Cardiff, and for a year prayer went up from thousands of 
devoted Christians that there would be not only a revival in 
Cardiff but throughout Wales. When we reached Cardiff we 
found that early morning prayer meetings had been held in 
Penarth, one of the suburbs of Cardiff, for months. Yet at 
first the work went very slowly. There were great crowds, 
most enthusiastic singing, but little manifestation of real con- 
victing and regenerating power. A day of fasting and prayer 
was appointed. This was observed not only in Cardiff but in 
different parts of Wales. There came an immediate turn of 
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the tide; the power of God fell. On that day, at a meeting © 
held in another part of Wales by a few devoted men of God, © 
the power of God was manifested in a most remarkable way. 
For a whole year after our meetings closed in Cardiff, the 
work went on in that city, meetings every night with a very 
large number of conversions. The week following the meet- 
ings in Cardiff a minister associated with the work went up © 
into one of the valleys of Wales, and there was a mighty — 
manifestation of the power of God with large numbers of 
conversions, and all over Wales the work of God continued, 
largely without human instruments except in the way of 
prayer. 100,000 conversions were reported in a year. Of 
course, not all of these proved steadfast, and doubtless there 
were extravagances in some places, but after making all al- 
lowance, it was one of the most remarkable works of God in 
modern times, and from Wales there went forth a fire from 
God to the uttermost parts of the earth and only eternity will 
reveal the glorious results of that work. 

And not only has it been demonstrated over and over 
again in a large way that widespread revivals are the certain 
outcome of intelligent and prevailing prayer, but in smaller 
circles the power of prayer has been demonstrated over and 
over again. In a very obscure village in the state of Maine, 
where apparently nothing was being accomplished by the 
churches, a few earnest Christian men got together and or- 
ganized a prayer band. They selected apparently the most 
hopeless case in all the village and centered their prayers upon 
him, importuning God for his conversion. The man was a 
drunkard and a wreck. In a short time the man was thor- 
oughly converted. Then the praying band centered its prayers 
upon another man, the second hardest case in the village, and 
he was converted; and so the work went on until about 200 
were converted in a single year. , 

In a little village in the state of Michigan, way off from — 
the railroad, a Presbyterian and a Methodist minister united — 
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in an effort to win the unsaved to Christ. They were backed 
by a faithful praying band. While the Presbyterian preached 
and the Methodist exhorted, this praying band were in the 
back room crying to God for His blessing on the work. They 
would select individuals in the community to pray for. In 
some instances these men would come into the meeting the 
very night they were being prayed for and be converted. The 
work grew to be so remarkable that ministers and multitudes 
of the people would drive for miles to witness the wonderful 
work. 

The history of foreign missions abounds in illustrations 
of the importance and power of prayer in world-wide evan- 
gelism. All will recall “the haystack” prayer meeting and its 
results, and the sending out of the 100 by the China Inland © 
Mission in 1887, 

Illustrations of this character could easily be multiplied. 
The history of the Church demonstrates beyond a question 
that the most important human factor in the evangelisn of 
the world is prayer. The great need of the present hour is 
prayer. In our work at home and abroad we are placing more 
and more dependence upon men, machinery, and methods, and 
less and less upon God. Evangelism at home is becoming 
more and more mechanical, and methods are being resorted 
to that are more and more revolting to all spiritually minded 
people; while evangelism abroad is becoming more and more 
merely educational and sociological. What is needed above 
everything else today is prayer, true prayer, prayer in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and prayer that meets the conditions 
of prevailing prayer so plainly laid down in the Word of God. 

All that is said thus far is more or less general, but if any- 
thing practical is to be accomplished we must be specific. In 
what directions should we put forth prayer, if we would see 
that effective evangelism for which so many are longing? 

First of all, we should pray for individuals. Under God’s 
guidance we should select individuals upon whom we should 
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center our prayers. Every minister and every Christian 
should have a prayer list, i. e., he should write at the top of a 
sheet of paper the following words (or words to the same 
effect) : “God helping me, I will pray earnestly and work per- 
sistently for the conversion of the following persons:” Then 
he should kneel before God and ask God definitely and in 
the most thoughtful earnestness and sincerity, to show him 
whom to put on that prayer list, and as God leads him to put 
different persons on that prayer list, he should write their 
names down. Then each day he should go to God in very 
definite prayer with that prayer list and cry to God in the 
earnestness of the Holy Spirit for the conversion of these indi- 
viduals and never cease to pray for them until they are defi- 
nitely converted. If there were space we could record most 
marvelous instances of conversion in many lands as the out- 
come of such prayer lists. 

Second, we should pray for the individual church and com- 
munity. Pray definitely for a spiritual awakening, pray that 
the members of the church be brought onto a higher plane of 
Christian living, that the church be purged from its present 
compromise with the world, that the members of the church 
be clothed upon with power from on high and filled with a 
passion for the salvation of the lost. We should pray that 
through the church and its membership, many may be con- 
verted and that there be a genuine awakening in the church 
and community. Any church or community that is willing to 
pay the price can have a true revival. That price is not build- 
ing a tabernacle and calling some widely-known evangelist and 
putting large sums of money into advertising and following 
other modern methods, These things may all be right in their 
place, but they are not the price of a revival. The price of a 
revival is honest, earnest prayer in the Holy Spirit, prayer that 
will not take no for an answer. Let a few people in any 
church or community get thoroughly right with God them- 
selves, then let them band themselves together and cry to God 
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for a revival until the revival comes, with a determination to 
pray through no matter how long it takes; then let them put 
themselves at God’s disposal for Him to use them in any way 
He will, in personal work or testimony or anything else, then 
let them go out as God leads them, dealing in love and wisdom 
and persistence with the unsaved, and a genuine revival of 
God’s work in the power of the Holy Ghost is bound to result. 
The writer has said substantially this around the world; time 
and again, the advice has been followed, and the result has 
always been the same, a real, effective, thorough-going work 
of God. In the church in Chicago of which he himself was 
pastor, during the eight years of his active pastorate there 
was a constant revival, and in all those eight years there was 
never a week without conversions. The great majority of 
those converted united with other churches, but the smallest 
number ever received into that church in any one year was 250. 
In the thirteen years that have elapsed since he left the active 
pastorate of that church, the work has continued to go on, 
at first under another pastor, and now for several years with 
no pastor at all. Many illustrations of the same thing could 
be given. A most notable instance is that of the Charlotte 
Chapel in Edinburgh under the leadership of Rev. Joseph 
W. Kemp. 

Third, we should pray for the work in foreign lands. The 
history of foreign missions proves that the most important 
factor in effective missionary work is prayer. Men and 
women are needed for foreign missions, money is needed, but 
what is needed most of all is prayer. We should pray very 
definitely for God’s guidance upon the secretaries and other 
officers of our foreign missionary boards. The problems that 
confront them are beyond the wisdom of any man to solve; 
the secretaries need wisdom from above and that wisdom is 
given in answer to prayer. We should pray very definitely 
that laborers be thrust forth into the harvest which is so plen- 
teous and so ripe at the present time. (Matt. 9:37, 38.) Not 
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only should we pray that men and women be called into the 
foreign field, but we should pray for definite fields and for 
the definite thrusting forth of laborers into those fields. We 
should pray very specifically for the men and women who have 
gone into the field. Only one who has visited the foreign 
field can have any realization of how much the missionaries 
need our prayers. One feels when he gets to the foreign field 
as if the very atmosphere was taken possession of by “the 
prince of the power of the air.” The burdens that the 
foreign missionary has to bear and the conflicts that he has 
to endure would be appalling if we did not believe in a God 
who answers prayer. But we have no right to leave the de- 
voted men and women who have gone out to the foreign field 
to fight the battle alone. Realizing that their “wrestling is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
the spiritual host of wickedness in the heavenlies,” we should 
with all prayer and supplication pray at all seasons in the 
Spirit, and watch thereunto in all perseverance, that God 
would give to these men and women victory in their personal 
conflict, and power in their efforts to win men from the de- 
lusions of the false religions that eternally destroy to the 
truth of the Gospel that eternally saves.. We should pray too 
very definitely for the converts on the foreign fields, for their 
deliverance from error and delusion and sin, and that they 
may become intelligent, well-balanced, strong and useful mem- 
bers of the body of Christ. We should pray for the churches 
as organizations that are formed as the outcome of missionary 
effort in foreign lands. 

Finally, we should pray for the evangelization of the world 
in the present generation. The awful war now in progress 
emphasizes the need of prayer, especially in connection with 
our foreign work. The past few years have been years of 
marvelous opportunity in foreign missionary work. God has 
been calling the church as never before to the evangelization of 
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the world, but the church as a whole has slept on and not re- 

sponded to the call, and it almost seems as if the door was 
at last being closed and that our Lord was saying to us as 
He said to the disciples who slept in the Garden of Gethse- 
mane, “Sleep on now, the opportunity I gave you and that 
you despised is now gone.” We cannot have it so. Let us 
pray that God will give us one more opportunity. I believe 
He will, as dark as the present day seems. Let us pray just 
as earnestly that God will lead His church to improve the 
one more opportunity as it is given. Let us be very earnest, 
very persistent in our prayers. Let us determine that we 
will not take no for an answer, and we shall see world-wide 
evangelization, and that glad day for which we are longing 
above all other days will speedily come when “the Lord Him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God,” and when His 
completed body, the church, will be caught up to meet Him 
in the air. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


CHAPTER VII 


THE CHURCH AND SOCIALISM 


BY PROFESSOR CHARLES R. ERDMAN, D. D., 
PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


The sudden rise of Socialism is the most surprising and 
significant movement of the age. A few years ago the term 
suggested a dream of fanatics; today it embodies the creed and 
the hope of intelligent millions. For example, in America the 
Socialistic vote increased from 20,000, in 1892, to 900,000 in 
1912. In France this vote numbers 1,104,000, and in Germany 
more than 3,000,000; and in these and other lands multitudes 
who are not openly allied with political Socialism are imbued 
with Socialistic principles and are advocates of Socialistic 
theories. 

With this great movement the Christian Church is deeply 
concerned; first, because of the endeavor which many are mak- 
ing to identify Socialism with Christianity; and, secondly, be- 
cause, on the other extreme, popular Socialism is suggested as 
a substitute for religion and is antagonistic to Christianity ; 
and, thirdly, because the strength of Socialism consists largely 
in its protest against existing social wrongs to which the 
Church is likewise opposed but which can be finally righted 
only by the universal rule of Christ. 

I. Socialism, strictly defined, is an economic theory which 
proposes the abolition of private capital and the substitution 
of collective ownership in carrying on the industrial work of 
the world. This collective ownership is to extend to all the 
material instruments of production; these are to be publicly 
operated, and the products to be equitably distributed. The 
government is to be wholly in the hands of the people, and it 
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is to assign to each individual his task and to determine his 
wage. Every citizen is to be actually a government employee. 

It is evident that Socialism is to be distinguished from 
Communism with which it is often confused. The latter advo- 
cates a collective ownership of all wealth. Socialism does not 
deny the right of private property, but of private capital. In 
a Socialistic state one might own a house, but he could not 
rent it to increase his income. He might own a yacht, but he 
could not use it to carry passengers for pay. Under Com- 
munism there would be no private ownership, but it would be 
literally true that “no man could call aught that he possessed 
his own.” 

Socialism is still more easily distinguished from Anarchism. 
The latter seeks the abolition of all government; but Socialism 
advocates the extension of the functions of government to 
regulate the life and labor of every individual and even in the 
most minute details. Anarchy means no government; Social- 
ism proposes more government than any nation has ever 
known. 

Quite as obviously Socialism should never be confused 
with that extreme form of Anarchy known as Nihilism. The 
latter advocates the violent abolition of all existing institutions, 
social and political. It is true that Socialists often propose 
revolution and violence; but an ever increasing number be- 
lieve their ends will be attained by a gradual process of social 
evolution moving toward the goal of a collective ownership of 
capital. It is not right therefore to identify Socialism with 
assassination, lawlessness and outrage. 

Most important of all is the distinction between Socialism 
and Christianity. This might seem to be self-evident. Chris- 
tianity is a religion; Socialism an economic theory, or a polit- 
ical proposal, and with such theories and proposals Chris- 
tianity and the Church have nothing to do. At the present 
time, however, there is a strong endeavor and an evident 
tendency to identify Socialism and the Christian Church. 
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Some are insisting that Jesus Christ was a Socialist and 
that the early Church was established on Socialistic principles. 
Others declare that Socialism is merely the application of 
Christianity to industrial problems, and that it is the duty of a 
Christian minister to preach Socialism, and the supreme func- 
tion of the Christian Church to introduce and support Social- 
ism as the one cure for all existing social evils. 

As to Jesus Christ, it is impossible to identify Him with 
any social theory or political party. His teachings are of uni- 
versal application and eternal validity; but they do not deal 
with the questions of political economy any more than with 
those of physical science. That He insisted upon justice, and 
brotherhood, and love, and self-sacrifice is evident; but to sug- 
gest that these virtues are the monopoly of any one political 
or economic party is presumptuous, and to prove that Christ 
advocated “collective ownership of property” is impossible. 
The fundamental economic problem relates to the division of 
wealth; and as to that Christ refused to speak. He rebuked 
social sins and injustice and selfishness, but when requested to 
divide a possession on a certain occasion He asked, “Who 
made Me a judge or a divider over you?” and that question 
has wide implications for the present day. 

When we read the story of the early Church there are 
statements which suggest Socialism or even Communism, as 
for instance when we read that “they had all things common,” 
but a fuller investigation shows their Communism was local, 
voluntary, occasional, temporary. It was practiced only in 
Jerusalem, no one was compelled to divide or sell his property ; 
not all adopted the practice, but many like Mary the mother 
of Mark kept their homes in the city. Furthermore, this Com- 
munism was only practiced for a time. It was prompted by 
love and designed to meet a special crisis, but never admitted 
or established as an abiding principle of Church life. 

As to the Church of today, it would be gross injustice to 
its members should it be identified with Socialism. While 
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Socialists may adopt many of the Christian principles and 
feel impelled by Christian motives, they must remember that 
Christianity is something other than a social propaganda and 
far more than an economic theory. On the other hand, the 
Church recognizes that it has no right to ally itself with any 
political party, or to commit itself to any one form of social 
or industrial organization. The Church leaves its members 
free to adopt or reject Socialism as they may deem wise. A 
man may be an ardent Socialist and a sincere Christian, or 
he may be a true Christian and a determined opponent of 
Socialism. 

Most Christians admit the wisdom of many Socialistic pro- 
posals, but feel that they are at liberty to act without the 
interference of the Church. In America, for example, the 
public school system and post office department of the govern- 
ment are instances of the application of Socialistic principles. 
Government ownership might be extended to the railroads, 
mines, public utilities, factories; this would not involve ques- 
tions of religion, but of expediency and political wisdom, with 
which problems the Church has nothing to do. 

On the other hand many Christians are persuaded that 
there are fallacies and weaknesses in the Socialistic scheme. 
They believe, for instance, that: Socialists are mistaken in 
assuming that labor is the sole factor in producing wealth, and 
that capital is the result or embodiment of robbery; they do 
not believe the formation and government of a completely 
organized Socialistic state would be practical or possible; they 
are convinced that Socialism, if realized, would involve a 
tyranny and slavery which would be incredible and intoler- 
able. These are their sincere convictions and men who hold 
them should not be denied a place in the Church nor rebuked 
by the Church as though they were lacking in intelligence or 
in Christian sympathy and love. It should be recognized that 
the Church is not to invade the field of political economy, nor 
is it allied with any political or social order or propaganda. 
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It is in this connection that the movement called “Christian 
Socialism” should be criticised. To say the least, the name it 
has adopted is unfortunate, for it implies, whether intentionally 
or not, that other Socialists are not Christians, and that other 
Christians should be Socialists. One might as well speak of 
Christian Democrats, or Christian Republicans, or Christian 
Suffragists. The implications would be much the same. 

“Christian Socialism,” however, is not only an imperfect 
name; it is in most of its forms an unfortunate thing. Ip 
some cases, it is true, it is merely the expression of a benevo- 
lent desire that a spirit of justice and brotherhood should be 
shown by men in their social and industrial relations. This 
is innocent enough; but as presented by the great mass of its 
advocates, “Christian Socialism” is neither Christian nor 
Socialism. It is disappointing to Christians and irritating to 
Socialists. It minimizes or denies such Christian truths as 
the incarnation, the virgin birth, the atonement, the resurrec- 
tion, justification by faith, the work of the Holy Spirit, the 
second coming of Christ, and insofar it ceases to be true 
Christianity. On the other hand, it is not real Socialism. Few 
of its adherents deny the right of private capital, or insist 
upon the “collective ownership of the instruments of produc- 
tion.” In the effort to unite Christianity and Socialism jus- 
tice is done to neither. Such a union should never be at- 
tempted. From Socialism as a strict economic theory, Chris- 
tianity is absolutely distinct, and as a political proposal So- 
cialism has no relation to the Church. 

II. Popular Socialism, however, is something quite differ- 
ent from a scientific economic theory. It is a social creed, 
offered as a substitute for religion, promising material bene- 
fits to all mankind, and bitterly opposed to Christianity and 
the Church. Much of this hatred is due to ignorance and 
prejudice. Great multitudes who call themselves Socialists 
have vague conceptions of the problems of political science 
or of the serious difficulties involved in the establishment of 
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a Socialistic state, but they are vividly conscious of their 
hatred against existing institutions which they hold respon- 
sible for the present social inequalities and wrongs. Christian 
teachers, therefore, do well to meet fairly and generously the 
attacks which Socialists are making upon the Church, and 
they should explain to Socialists their misconceptions and the 
obvious defects of their creed. 

1. Popular Socialism is mistaken in identifying the Chris- 
tian Church with “capital,” and in regarding the Church as re- 
sponsible for the present social order. It is commonly asserted 
that the Church is the “rich man’s club”; that Christian min- 
isters are controlled by men of wealth and afraid to rebuke 
social evils, that the Gospel is preached with the purpose of 
making poor men content with their present conditions and of 
preventing them from rising to assert their rights. As a mat- 
ter of fact the Church is committed to no one social order. 
It has flourished under imperial rule as it has in great repub- 
lics, but it is opposed to the wrongs and injustice of every sys- 
tem. Instead of being “the rich man’s club” the great propor- 
tion of its members are wage earners, and a very small pro- 
portion are rich. For instance, of the 36,000,000 Church mem- 
bers in the United States only a few could be classed as capi- 
talists. On the other hand, very many capitalists, unfor- 
tunately, are not professed Christians nor actively interested 
in the Church. 

As to the ministry, it is rarely recruited from the ranks 
of the wealthy, and its representatives are usually fearless in 
their rebuke of social sins. It is the glory of the Church that 
it welcomes to its services and blesses by its offices both rich 
and poor alike, and does more to obliterate class distinctions 
than any other agency in the world. 

2. Popular Socialism unjustly places all capitalists under 
suspicion of dishonesty and selfishness. It is true that the 
more intelligent advocates of Socialism, as an economic pro- 
posal, discriminate between the responsibilities of individuals 
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and the defects of a system. They even sympathize with 
capitalists who are compelled to act under conditions and 
laws which are beyond their control, and they attack no one 
class in a community, but seek for new institutions which, 
without violence or injustice, will secure a truer equality of 
opportunity and condition. But “popular Socialism” regards 
all men of wealth with enmity. Its outcries against the rich 
are engendering the bitterest class hatred and arousing passions 
which, unless controlled, will result in violence and anarchy 
and universal disaster. There can be no doubt that capital is 
often cruel, that at times it depends upon injustice and tyranny, 
and frequently exploits the helpless, and produces misery and 
distress ; but these abuses are not universal. Where they exist 
they can be corrected by law; and it is merely begging the 
question to assert that they can be removed only by abolish- 
ing capital and substituting collective ownership. On the other 
hand, it must be remembered that large numbers of capitalists 
are scrupulously honest in their dealings and are devoted to 
the welfare of their employees. So far, however, has “popu- 
lar Socialism” poisoned the public mind that these last state- 
ments would be received in many quarters with ridicule and 
incredulity. Yet it is undoubtedly true that many employers 


are conducting large business enterprises with a deep sense. 


of their personal responsibility and in a spirit of sympathy and 
helpfulness. It should be noticed further that the very prin- 
ciples of industry, fidelity and honesty, taught by Christian- 
ity, enable men to increase their power and wealth, and this 
should be true under any form of social organization. The 
mere fact that one is possessed of wealth should not be re- 
garded as evidence that he has been guilty of robbery and 
greed. 

3. Popular Socialism fails to recognize that the principles 
of justice, fraternity and charity, by which its leaders claim 
to be animated, are Christian principles, and have been ex- 
pressed by the Church as by no other society of men. It is 
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hardly rational for Socialists to contend, as they do, that all 
the hospitals and orphanages and benevolent institutions in 
Christian and pagan lands, established and conducted by the 
Church, are mere weak endeavors to bolster up a false and 
decadent social system. They are rather the expression of the 
spirit of Christ, without which no social system can ever attain 
perfection or can long endure. 

4. Popular Socialism is vitally defective in that it places 
the physical above the spiritual needs of mankind. It is, as a 
philosophy, definitely materialistic. It insists that better social 
conditions will produce better men; Christianity teaches that 
better men are needed to produce better conditions. Socialism 
endeavors to elevate individuals by elevating society; Chris- 
tianity contends that society can be elevated only by the regen- 
eration of individuals. To secure such regeneration is the su- 
preme effort and function of the Church, and its chief message 
to Socialism is that the “life is more than meat and the body 
than raiment.” To those who are crying for equality and 
opportunity and improved material conditions and fondly 
dreaming of a new age of universal plenty and comfort and 
happiness, the Church repeats the divine message, “Ye must 
be born again.” If Socialism is ever to succeed as an economic 
theory, it can only be by the aid of the Church; for of all 
conceivable social systems, none would be more dependent upon 
high character and exalted principles than a socialistic state; 
and the production of such character and enforcement of such 
principles are the proved function of the Christian Church. 

III. Socialism is, however, something else than a scien- 
tific economic theory, or a popular materialistic philosophy ; 
it is a@ serious protest against the social wrongs and cruelties 
of the age, against the defects of the present economic system, 
against special privilege and entrenched injustice, against 
prevalent poverty, and hunger, and despair. It is not always 
an intelligent protest. Its cry is sometimes inarticulate and 
wild; but it voices the social unrest, the sullen discontent, the 
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bitter envy and sorrow of thousands who are attracted to 
Socialism merely by its protest against the present social order 
and its prophecies of a better age to come. 

1. This protest of Socialism is a call to the Church fo 
proclaim more insistently the social principles of Christ. This 
does not mean the adoption of a so-called “social gospel” 
which discards the fundamental doctrines of Christianity and 
substitutes a religion of good works; but a true Gospel of 
grace is inseparable from a Gospel of good works. Christian 
doctrines and Christian duties cannot be divorced. The New 
Testament no more clearly defines the relation of the believer 
to Christ than to the members of one’s family, to his neigh- 
bors in society, and to his fellow-citizens in the state. These 
social teachings of the Gospel need a new emphasis today by 
those who accept the whole Gospel, and should not be left to be 
interpreted and applied by those alone who deny essential 
Christianity or substitute for religion some modern social 
creed. 

The Church must emphasize anew the teachings of Christ 
and His apostles relative to marriage and the family. Upon 
this sacred institution many professed Socialists are making a 
deadly assault. Socialism is not necessarily related to any one 
theory of marriage, but unfortunately it is too frequently allied 
with lax theories of divorce and proposals of free love which 
are destructive to the family and subversive of society. 

The Church must proclaim anew the teaching of her Lord 
relative to the stewardship of wealth. Many a man who be- 
lieves himself to be an orthodox Christian becomes restless 
and declares he wishes to hear only “the simple Gospel” when 
his pastor begins to expound the Scriptural principles relative 
to Christian stewardship. It must be insisted that one is as 
responsible for the methods by which his power and position 
and property are acquired as for the way in which these are 
used; and that every man must render an account to the Lord 
not only for his use of one-tenth of his income, but for every 
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fraction he selfishly retains or spends. Christians must be re- 
minded that an infallible test of being a child of God is the 
treatment shown to one’s neighbor who is in need. 

There must be a similar emphasis on the Scriptural prin- 
ciples relating to masters and servants, to employers and em- 
ployees. If, on the one hand, there is an insistence upon 
justice and sympathy, so there must be on the other, upon 
absolute loyalty and fidelity. The conflict between capital and 
labor could be avoided without a reorganization of society 
should both parties be controlled by the plain teachings of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

There must be a new insistence upon the sacredness of 
the state and the truth that government is a divine institution. 
This means a new emphasis upon the duties of Christian citi- 
zenship. Every expression of anarchy and lawlessness should 
be severely reproved and speedily repressed; and every Chris- 
tian citizen should seek by patient endeavor to solve the com- 
plex problems of modern social and industrial life, and to aid in 
the establishment of better customs and of juster laws. Social. 
ism would lose much of its power if the Church were more 
careful to proclaim the explicit social doctrines which form an 
integral part of the Gospel of Christ. 

2. This protest of Socialism demands of the Church a 
more consistent practice, on the part of her members, of the 
social teachings of Christ. It is easy to bring false charges 
against Christians; it is even customary today to hold the 
Church up to ridicule and scorn as a society of hypocrites un- 
true to their professions and their Lord. It is not necessary 
to even consider these accusations which spring from ignorance 
or prejudice or spite. The great masses of Christians are 
striving to be faithful and seeking to live well-pleasing to 
their Master. However, it is true that there are some in the 
Church who are consciously guilty of sins against society, and 
others who, because of the difficulty of the questions involved, 
excuse themselves on the ground that their wrong practices 
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are necessitated by the industrial system of the age. Some are 
quite comfortable under what they regard as orthodox preach- 
ing, even though they know their wealth has come from the 
watering of stocks and from wrecking railroads, and from 
grinding the faces of the poor. The supposed orthodoxy of 
such preaching is probably defective in its statements of the 
social teachings of the Gospels. One might be a social bandit 
and buccaneer and yet believe in the virgin birth and in the 
resurrection of Christ; but one cannot be a Christian unless he 
believes “that if One died for all, then were all dead: and 
that He died for all, that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, 
and rose again;” and to live for Christ means to live for Him 
in every sphere and relationship of life, whether employer or 
employee, capitalist or laborer, stock-holder or wage-earner. 
We must all admit the grave complexity of modern life, 
and the delicacy and difficulty of the problems involved, yet 
we must not be content to countenance practices which are 
unjust or unchristian. To be absolutely true to conscience and 
to Christ will mean sacrifice and loss of money and social 
prestige. It is never easy to take up the cross daily and to 
follow Christ; but there is a new call for heroism, for martyr- 
dom. Absolute loyalty to Christ in the business and social 
world today often means crucifixion, pain, death, but “it is 
the way the Master went; must not the servant tread it still?” 
3. The protest of Socialism is a distinct call to the Church 
to define anew to herself her function, and to interpret anew 
the prophecies of her Lord. There are many who, in the name 
of Christianity, have been promising a new social order, a 
kingdom of God, which they declare the Church will introduce. 
The long continued failure to realize these promises has led 
to criticisms of the Church, and has done not a little to increase 
the bitterness of socialistic attacks upon her. The Church is 
now being held responsible for social sins and injustice, for 
the wrongs and grievances of the age; and for this unfor- 


The Church and Socialism 119 


tunate position she must largely blame herself. She has arro- 
gated functions which are not her own; she has made promises 
for which there is no written word of Scripture. It should be 
remembered, for instance, that the state is quite as purely a 
divine institution as is the Church. It is for the state to secure 
social reconstruction when necessary; it is for the state to 
punish offenders, and to secure by legal enactments and legis- 
lative processes the abolition of abuses, and the establishment 
of justice. When the Church assumes functions belonging to 
the state, she involves herself in needless difficulties and places 
herself in a false position before the world. More important 
still it is to ask what predictions of Scripture support the 
assertion that the Church is herself to introduce the kingdom 
of God. She is certainly to promise the coming of that king- 
dom; she is even now to insist that her members shall obey its 
laws, but it is impossible for her to compel Christless men to 
accept the principles of her Lord. Her supreme function is to 
secure, on the part of individuals, whole-hearted devotion and 
allegiance to Christ. It is for her to increase as rapidly as 
possible her membership and to extend in every legitimate 
sphere her benevolent influence; but the real blessedness of the 
Church and of the world awaits the personal return of Christ. 
The hope of the world is not in a new social order instituted 
by unregenerate men; not a millennium made by man; not a 
commonwealth of humanity organized as a Socialistic state; 
but a kingdom established by Christ which will fill the earth 
with glory at the coming of the King. 


THE FIFTEEN BOOKS MOST INDISPEN- 
SABLE FOR THE MINISTER OR 
CHRISTIAN WORKER 


For several years the Committee having in charge the publication 
of “Tur FUNDAMENTALS” has been endeavoring to get a list of the five 
most indispensable books for the minister and the Christian worker, 
and the ten and the fifteen and the twenty-five. They have been in 
correspondence with various leaders in Christian thought on both sides 
of the water. It was hoped that a comparison and combination of all 
the answers could be made, but the replies have been so divergent 
that this has been impossible. We are, therefore, giving here nine dif- 
ferent lists sent, classifying the books in the order of their importance 
according to the various persons furnishing the lists. The other lists 
submitted were not classified or specific. 


List of Rev. W. J. Erdman, D. D.: 


Best Five: 
“The Divine Unity of the Scripture,” Adolph Saphir. (This book 
is published in cloth covers at $1.50; paper cover, 15c.) 
“Divinity of Christ,” Liddon. 
“The Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament,” Bernard. 
“History of Doctrine,” Shedd. 
“Confessions of St. Augustine.” 
Second Five: 
“History of the Reformation,” D’Aubigne. 
“Old Testimony Theology,” Oehler. 
“Life and Epistles of St. Paul,”.Conybeare and Howson. 
Rutherford’s Letters. 
Bacon’s Essays. 
Third Five: 
“Many Infallible Proofs,” A. T. Pierson. 
“New Acts of Apostles,” A. T. Pierscn. 
“Law of Love and Love as Law,” Mark Hopkins. 
“How to Study the Bible for Greatest Profit,’ R.A. Torrey. 
“Facts of the Future State,” Frederick Grant. 





List of Rev. Charles R. Erdman, D, D., Professor in Princeton The- 
ological Seminary, Princeton, N. J.: 

First Five: 
“The Bible,” American Standard Edition. 
“Bible Dictionary,” J. B. Davis (new edition). 
“Bible Handbook,” Angus-Green (new edition). 

' “The Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament,” Bernard. 

“The Divine Unity of Scripture,” Adolph Saphir. 
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Second Five: 


A Reference Bible (either Scofield’s or the Cross Reference Bible). 
“Strong’s Concordance.” 4 


_. “The Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” G. A. Smith, 
! “How We Got Our Bible,” Smyth. 


“Tntroduction to the New Testament,” Kerr. 


Third Five: 


“Old Testament Introduction,” Raven. 

“Outline Studies of the Books of the Old Testament,’ Moorehead. 
“The Mosaic Institutions,” Moorehead. 

“Outline Studies of the Four Gospels,’ Moorehead. 

“Outline Studies of the Acts and Epistles,” Moorehead. 


List of Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D. D., Professor in McCormick The- 


ological Seminary, Chicago, Il.: 


First Five: 


A good concordance. (I have found nothing better than Young’s 
Analytical.) 

A good commentary. (The best I know in one volume is Dumme- 
low, which includes a good introduction to each book.) 

A good Bible dictionary. (The best two are that by Jacobus and 
Zenus and that by Davis.) 

A good church history. (Fisher’s is the best I know.) 

A good history of the world, either Meyer’s or Ridpath’s. 


Dr. McAfee does not give a second and third list, but says: “The 


next five books should be on special phases of Christian truth, probably 
such as (1) The Person of Christ; (2) The Atonement; (3) Sin; 
(4) The Holy Spirit; (5) The Inspiration of the Bible. 


List of Rev. James M. Gray, D. D. Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, 


Chicago: (He gives his list as the Ten Indispensable Books for 
the Pastor’s Library, or, “to put it in another way, what ten books 
have most helped me.”) 


» ae Oxford Two Version Bible. 


“The Cyclopedic Hand Book of the Bible,’ Rev. Samuel G. 
Green, D. D.; Introduction by the late Joseph Angus, M. A. 


3. “Analytical Concordance of the Bible,” Robert Young, LL. D. 
4, “Theopneustia” (“The Plenary Inspiration of the Bible’), 
Dr. L. Gaussen. 

5. “Outlines of Theology,” Rev. A. A. Hodge, D. D. 

6. “Pre-Millennial Essays” of the Prophetic Conference held in 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, New York City, with an ap- 
pendix of critical testimony, by Nathaniel West. 

7. “Aids to Prophetic Enquiry,” B. W. Newton. 

8. “Christianity and Anti-Christianity in Their Final Conflict,” 

Rev. S. J. Andrews. 
9. “The Life of Our Lord Upon the Earth,” Rev. S. J. Andrews. 
10. “The Two-Fold Life,” Rev. A. J. Gordon, D. D. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL ‘ 
OF THEOLOGY LIBRARY 


List of Rev. C. I. Scofield, D, D., Editor “Scofield Reference Bible”: 


First Five: 
Young’s Concordance. 
“Bible Dictionary,” Angus-Green. 
“Darby’s Synopsis.” 
“What the Bible Teaches,” Torrey. 
“Personal Work,” Torrey. 


Second List: 
Andrews’ “Life of Christ.” 
“Synthetic Bible Studies,’ Rev. James M. Gray, D. D. 
“Jukes on the Four Gospels.” 
“Harmony of the Prophetic Word,” Gaebelein. 


List of Rev. Professor W. H. Grifith-Thomas, D. D., of Wycliffe Col- 
lege, Toronto, Canada: (Dr. Thomas has not divided his list into 
the first five, etc.) 

“The Christian View of God and the World,” Orr. 
“Galatians, Philippians and Colossians,” Lightfoot, 

“Psalms and Colossians in the Expositor’s Bible,” McLaren. 
“The Cross in Christian Experience,” Clow. 

“Christ in the Social Order,” Clow. 

“Romans in the Expositor’s Bible,” Moule. 


List of Rev. John H, Hunter, of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles: 
Strong’s or Young’ s Concordance. 
“Bible Dictionary,” Davis. 
“The Bible Text Cyclopzedia,” Inglis. 
Matthew Henry’s or Jamieson, Faucett and Brown’s Ora: 
“Synthetic Bible Studies,” Rev. James M. Gray, IDE 
“The Life and Times of Jesus, The Messiah,” faeces 
“The Life and Epistles of St. Paul,” Conybeare and Howson. 
“What the Bible Teaches,” Torrey. 
“How to Work for Christ,” Torrey. 
“Tongue of Fire,” William Arthur. 
“Many Infallible Proofs,” A. T. Pierson. 
“New Acts of Apostles,” A. T. Pierson. 
“Memoirs of Robert Murray McCheyne.” 
“Christian Leaders in England in the Eighteenth Century,” Bishop 


Ryle. 
“Handbook of the Bible,” Angus-Green (new edition). 


List of Rev. R. A. Torrey, D. D., Dean of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles: 
First Five: 
Scofield Reference Bible. 
American Standard Version Bible. (The best edition is the Cross 
Reference Bible, but quite expensive.) 
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“Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.” 
“Cyclopedia of Bible Texts,” Inglis. 
Strong’s Concordance (by far the best concordance). 
Second Five: 
Finney’s Autobiography. 
“Revivals of Religion,” by Chas. G. Finney. 
“The Divine Unity of the Scripture,” Adolph Saphir. 
“Harmony of the Prophetic Word,” A. C. Gaebelein. 
“Wonders of Prophecy,” Urquhart. 
Third Five: 
“With Christ in the School of Prayer,’ Andrew Murray. 
“Demon Possession and Allied Themes,” Dr. Nevius. 
C. H. M.’s Notes on Genesis, Exodts, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. 
“The Spirit of Christ,” Andrew Murray. 
“The Epistle to the Ephesians,” Rev. H. C. G. Moule, M. A., Bishop 
of Durham. (The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges.) 


List of Rev. John M. MacInnis: 
Best Five: 
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. 
A good, reliable Bible dictionary. 
“Book by Book, Popular Studies on the Canon of Scripture.” 


Salmon’s “Introduction of the New Testament.” 
“The Life of Our Lord,” Andrews. 


Second Five: 
“How to Bring Men to Christ,” R. A. Torrey. 
“The Personal Life of the Clergy,” A. W. Robinson. 
“The Preacher, His Life and Work,” Jowett. 
“The Holy Life,” MacGregor. 
“The Ministry of Intercession,” Murray. 


Third Five: 


“The Living Messages of the Bible,’ G. Campbell Morgan. 

“The Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament,” Bernard. 

The best single commentary on each book in the Bible as taken up; 
e.g., Plummer on the Gospel of Luke; Sanday on Romans, 
McLaren on Psalms, Godet on John. (I do not favor sets of 
commentaries very much, becatse in all of these sets there is 
a great deal of useless matter.) 

_ “Pilgrims’ Progress,” Bunyan. 
“What the Bible Teaches,” R. A. Torrey. 
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INDEX OF ARTICLES APPEARING IN THE 
TWELVE VOLUMES OF “THE 
FUNDAMENTALS”’ 


A VOL. PAGE 
Apologetic Value of Paul’s Epistles, E. J. Stobo.............. X, 89 
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